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Chairman — Mr.  Councillor  Pennington,  J.P. 

This  Committee  consisted  of  members  of  the  Health  Committee  (as 
indicated),  together  with  the  following  representatives  of  the  Bootle 
Health  Society:  — 

Chairman — The  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Harris),  (ex-officio). 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPAETMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Administrative  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Corporation  Hospitals — 

*F.  T.  H.  Wood,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  B.S.,  B.Sc.  (Bond.),  D.P.H.  (Durh.). 

T-uherculosis  Officer  and  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health— 
*Eobert  Hannah,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health — *PuRSER  Davies,  M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Corporation'  Hospital,  Linacre  Lane — 

Matron — Miss  S.  L.  Bevan. 

Maghull  Sanatorium — 

Visiting  Medical  Officer  (Part-time) — *A.  Hendry,  M.D.  (Liverpool) 
Matron — *Miss  E.  .Holden,  E.E.C. 

Maternity  Home : 

Matron — *Miss  M.  W.  Cleary. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector  under  the  Food  and.  Drugs  Acts,  and 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Acts,  etc. — 

12E.  J.  McCulloch. 

Sanitary  Inspectors — 

i^B.  J.  Holden.  ^W.  Eobson.  Yates. 

Clerical  Staff — 

Chief  Clerk  - N.  Lockwood. 

H.  A.  Brown,  O.B.E.  Miss  Thompson.  *Miss  Thomas. 

*Miss  Beattie  (Half-time).  S.  Astley. 

Infant  Welfare  Visitors — 

*346Miss  Stott.  *iMrs.  McKowen.  *345Mrs.  Meredith. 

*345]viiss  Hughes.  *24'^Miss  Stark. 

*3''7Miss  Skinner. 

Tuberculosis  Nurse — *^Miss  Kelly. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  Medical  Officer  (Part-time) — 

*J.  St.  Geo.  Wilson,  M.C.,  Ch.M.,  F.E.C.S. 

1 Certified  Sanitary  Inspector.  2 Certified  Inspector  of  Foods.  3 Certified  Health  Visitor. 
4 Certified  Midwife.  5 Half-time  Tuberculosis  Visitor.  6 Aissislant  Inspector  of  Midwive«. 

7 Trained  Nurse. 

* Contributions  to  salary  by  Excbeqtier  grants. 
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Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Bootle, 

March,  1927. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  oj  the 
County  Borough  of  Bootle. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  the  fifty-fourth  Annual 
Keport  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  In  contrast  with  the 
“ Survey  ” Beport  presented  last  year,  which  reviewed  the  sanitary 
progress  of  the  district  since  1920,  the  present  Report  is,  by  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  of  the  nature  of  an  ordinary  Report. 

Attention  may  be  directed  to  the  following  features  of  interest 
during  the  year:  — 

(1)  A fall  in  the.  general  death-rate,  reducing  the  local  figure  almost 
to  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole,  and  constituting  the 
second  lowest  death-rate  recorded  in  the  Borough. 

(2)  An  infant  mortality  rate  of  100,  within  a few  points  of  which 
it  has  stood  since  1923.  This  figure,  while  a great  reduction 
from  the  rates  of  twenty  years  ago,  is  Still  capable  of  substan- 
tial improvement  by  the  more  general  utilisation  of  available 
knowledge  on  infant  care. 

(3)  A fali  in  the  tuberculosis  death-rate,  which  has  fluctuated  con- 

siderably during  the  last  ten  years,  but  still  remains,  as  in 
other  years,  above  the  figure  for  the  country  generally. 

(4)  A continuance  of  the  low  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria. 

(5)  A further  increase  in  the  uSe  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinics,  the  working  of  which  has  been  facilitated  l)y  the 
additional  Infant  Consultation  established  in  1925. 
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(6)  Satisfactory  progress  witb  the  scheme  for  the  substitution  of 
ashbins  for  ashpits. 

(7)  Successful  participation  in  health  educational  activities. 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  section  of  the  Eeport  dealing 
with  housing  wherein  an  estimate  of  the  remaining  need  for  new  house 
provision  is  attempted. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  the  continued  good  work  of  the  staff  of  the 
Department,  with  special  mention  of  Dr.  Hannah,  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Mr.  McCulloch,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr. 
Lockwood,  Chief  Clerk. 

I have  the  hono'ur  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  T.  H.  WOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMAEY  LOB  1926. 


Begistrar-General’s  Estimated  Population  in  July,  1926  ...  84,589 

Death-rate  pe.r  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  H O 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ..  2205 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Death-rate  from  Phthisis  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  1'12 

Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the 

population  ...  ...  *..  ...  ...  ...  ...  1'47 


Area  in  Acres  (inclusive  of  Dock  Estate)  ...  ...  ...  1,947 

Area  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  Dock  Estate)  ...  ...  ...  1,610 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76,487 

Population  per  Acre  (excluding  Dock  Estate)  ...  ...  ...  52'5 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  Borough  on  December  31st,  1926  13,901 

Average  Number  of  Persons  in  each  structurally  separate 

dwelling,  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5‘64 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,865 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,005 

Natural  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year  ...  ...  860 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the  age.  of  one  year)  ...  187 

Death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases — 

Smallpox,  Whooping-Cough,  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Diar- 
rhoea, Scarlet  Fever,  and  “Fever”  (Typhoid,  Enteric, 
and  Typhus)  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  092 

Death-rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  of  children  under 

two  years,  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  18'2 


The  Eateable  Value  of  the  Borough  for  1926-27  was  ...  £640,393 

A Penny  Bate  on  the  Borough  Fund  produced  in  1926-27  ...  £2,230 

In  1926-27  the  Borough  Bate  was  7/8f,  and  the  total  rates  12/7  in 
the  pound  (excluding  water  rate  and  charges). 

The  net  cost  to  the  rates  of  the  Health  Services  during  1926-27  is  esti- 
mated at  £18,482  approximately,  equivalent  to  a rate  of  8’32  pence 
in  the  pound. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BOOTLE. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


I.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — At  the  Census  in  1881  the  population  enumerated  was 
27,374;  hi  1891,  49,217;  in  19U1,  58,556;  in  1911,  69,876,  and  in 
1921,  76,487.  This  last  figure  was,  however,  the  result  of  an  enumera- 
tion in  June,  when  an  appreciable  number  of  re.sidents  were  temporarily 
out  of  the  district,  and  the  correction  applied  by  the  Eegistrar-General 
increased  the  estimated  population  at  mid-year  1921  to  77,800 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population  at  30th  June,  1926, 
was  84,580,  and  from  this  figure  the  various  rates  in  this  Report  have 
been  calculated.  The  estimated  number  of  males  was  41,363,  and  of 
females  43,217.  It  may  be  explained  that  the  Registrar-General’s  esti- 
mate is  derived  from  the  1921  Census  population  as  above  corrected 
after  allowing  for  births,  deaths  and  migration  which  occurred  between 
the  census  date  and  30th  June  last.  In  the  absence  of  definite  informa- 
tion regarding  migration  between  localities,  the  allowance  made  for  this 
element  of  movement  is  necessarily  an  approximate  one,  but  the  method 
adopted  has  been  applied  impartially  to  all  areas  of  the  country. 

The  validity  of  the  estimate  is  of  serious  import  as  will  be  seen 
when  giving  consideration  to  the  question  of  new  housing  provision, 
and  it  is  an  unfortunate  fact,  bearing  out  the  need  for  a simple  quin- 
quennial enumeration  of  the  population,  that  its  accuracy,  which  is 
vital  to  a right  judgment  in  important  questions  of  policy,  should  be  at 
all  open  to  doubt.  Some  estimate  of  its  worth  can  be  obtained  by 
observing  that  the  net  increase  of  population  during  1926,  i.e.,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  860,  being  a rate  of  10'2  per  1,000 
of  the  population;  in  1925  it  was  852  or  10'2  per  1,000;  in  1924  it  was 
976,  or  11’7  per  1,000;  in  1923,  it  was  929,  or  11'4  per  1,000;  and  in 
1922  it  was  958,  or  12'0  per  1,000.  Accepting  the  estimated  population 
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of  77,800  at  the  Census  of  June,  1921,  and  allowing  565  as  the  natural 
increase  for  the  remaining  months  of  that  year,  one  arrives  at  a popula- 
tion estimate  at  mid-year  1926  of  82,510,  and  at  31st  December,  1926, 
of  82,940;  the  Begistrar-General  is  thus  seen  to  have  credited  this 
area  with  an  excess  of  1,970  immigrants  over  emigrants  in  the  six 
years  since  the  Census. 

Births. — During  the  year  1865  births  to  Bootle  parents  were 
registered,  representing  a birth-rate  of  22  05  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 
tion, that  for  England  and  Wales  being  17'8.  In  1925  the  Bootle  birth- 
rate was  23'3,  and  for  the  decennium  1916-25  it  was  25'0.  There  were 
885  males  and  980  females.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  birth-rate, 
which  rose  from  the  abnormally  low  figures  of  the  war  period  to  a 
maximum  of  29'7  in  the  first  quarter  of  1920,  has  continued  to  fall 
from  that  date,  but  is  well  above  the  figure  for  the  country  generally. 

This  fall,  and  the  extent  of  its  lag  behind  the  general  decline  in 
the  birth-rate,  are  shown  in  the  following  table:  — 


BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales. 

Total  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

Rato  per  1,000. 

1914 

2,321 

31-7 

23-8 

1915 

2,050 

27-6 

21-9 

1916 

2,076 

26-8 

20-9 

1917 

1,873 

24-4 

17-8 

1918 

1,810 

22-5 

17-7 

1919 

1,914 

23-9 

18-5 

1920 

2,289 

28-6 

25-5 

1921 

2,068 

26-6 

22-4 

1922 

2,051 

25-7 

20-4 

1923 

1,999 

24-5 

19-7 

1924 

1,942 

23-4 

18-8 

1925 

1,943 

23-3 

18-3 

1926 

1,865 

2205 

17-8 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  30,  and  were  1‘6  per  cent,  of  the 
total;  5 of  these  were  “outward”  transfers.  In  1925  the  total  number 
was  74;  in  1924,  50;  and  in  1923,  56. 
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Ueatlis. — The  number  of  deatlis  registered  in  Bootle  during  the 
calendar  year  was  880;  this  number  includes  the  deaths  of  86  non- 
residents which  occurred  in  the  borough,  83  of  whom  died  in  the 
florough  Hospital,  two  in  tire  Liverpool  Maternity  Home,  and  one  in 
the  Bootle  Maternity  Home.  Three  hundred  and  eleven  persons  who 
died  in  other  parts  of  the  country  were  stated  to  have  been  inhabitants 
of  Bootle ; these  include  253  who  died  in  Poor  Law  Institutions,  41  who 
died  in  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  City  of  Liverpool,  and  17  in  Lunatic 
Asylums. 


AVhen  the  necessary  adjustments  in  these  respects  have  been 
made  the  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  tO'  Bootle  is  1,005,  which  is 
a death  rate  of  1T9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with 
13‘1  in  1925  and  11‘6  in  1924.  The  death-rate  in  Bootle  for  the 
decennium  1916-1925  was  14'9,  and  for  1906-1915,  17’3.  The  crude 
death-rate  of  the  105  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales  during  1926 
was  11'6,  compared  with  12'2  in  1925.  The  table  below'  sets  out  recent 
variations  in  the  local  death-rate  as  compared  w'ith  the  country  as  a 
whole  : — 


Year. 

BOOTLE. 

England  & Wales. 

Total  Deaths. 

Bate  per  1,000. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1914 

1,242 

17-0 

14-0 

1915 

1,286 

17-9 

15-7 

1916 

1,279 

18-0 

14-3 

1917 

1,213 

17-6 

14-2 

1918 

1,429 

19-4 

17-3 

1919 

1,154 

15-0 

14-0 

1920 

1,136 

14-2 

12-4 

1921 

1,010 

13-0 

12-1 

1922 

1,093 

13-7 

12-8 

1923 

1,070 

13-1 

11-6 

1924 

966 

11-6 

12-2 

1925 

1,091 

13T 

12-2 

1926 

1,005 

11-9 

11-6 

The  death-rate  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  was  13'9,  during 
the  Second,  10'9;  the  third,  9’7 ; and  the  fourth  13'0. 


11 


The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  institutions  was  435,  i.e., 
43  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  compared  with  43  per  cent,  in  1925; 

39  per  cent,  in  1924,  and  37  per  cent  in  1923. 

« 

Mortality  in  Relation  to  Sex. — There  were  531  deaths  of  males, 
and  474  of  females. 

InfatRile  Mortality.  There  were  187  deaths  of  infants,  compared 
with  188  in  1925,  192  in  1924,  and  170  in  1923.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  100  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  97  in  1925,  99  in  1924, 
85  in  1923,  and  97  in  the  decennium  1916-1925.  The  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  amongst  males  was  110,  and  amongst  females  92.  Through- 
out England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infantile  mortality  was  70  per  1,000 
births,  and  in  the  105  great  towns  it  was  73. 

This  important  subject  is  dealt  with  in  detail  in  a later  section  on 
pages  39  and  40. 

Fifty-one  children  died  before  they  were  a week  old,  and  a total 
of  72,  or  39  per  cent.,  of  all  the  deaths  under  one  year,  occurred  in 
children  under  the  age  of  one  month.  This  is  a neo-natal  mortality  rate 
of  38’6  per  1,000. 

Child  Mortality.  In  1926  there  were  93  deaths  of  children  aged 
1 to  5 years,  as  compared  with  110  in  1925  and  89  in  1924.  The 
principal  causes  were — respiratory  diseases  28;  measles  8;  whooping- 
cough  14;  tuberculosis  9;  diarrhoea  11;  and  accidents  3. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Seventy-one  deaths  (49  of  residents  and  22  of 
non-residents)  were  the  subject  of  a Coroner’s  inquest,  while  in  34  cases 
the  death  was  registered  without  certification  by  a medical  man  or  the 
Coroner;  this  is  equivalent  to  3’4  per  cent,  of  uncertified  deaths,  as 
compared  with  I'O  per  cent,  in  the  country'  generally. 

Causes  of  Death.  The  causes  of  death,  classified  according  to  age, 
are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  54. 

Tuberculosis  in  one  form  or  another  was  responsible  for  121  deaths, 
or  12‘0  per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with  132,  or  12'1  per  cent, 
in  1925,  and  115,  or  11'9  per  cent.,  in  1924.  This  matter  is  further 
dealt  with  in  the  Tuberculosis  Section  of  this  report. 
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rueuinonia  was  responsible  for  116  death's,  bronchitis  for  72,  and 
other  reijpiratory  diseases  for  11,  making  the  total  deaths  from  respira- 
tory diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis)  199,  or  19'8  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  at  all  ages,  as  compared  with  232,  or  21'3  per  cent.,  in  1925. 
Influenza  was  entered  as  a cause  of  death  in  17  cases,  as  against  8 in 
the  preceding  year. 

The  gro'up  of  diseases  included  under  the  heading  “congenital 
debility  and  malformation,  including  premature  birth,’’  accounted  for 
73  deaths,  compared  with  70  in  1925.  This  matter  is  again  alluded  to 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section  of  this  report. 

The  epidemic  diseases  (excluding  influenza),  were  responsible  for 
78  deaths,  as  compared  with  the  average  of  104T  during  the  preceding 
ten  years.  ’There  were  13  deaths  from  measles,  as  contrasted  with  27  in 
1925,  3 deaths  from  diphtheria,  as  against  4 in  1925;  23  deaths  from 
whooping  cough,  as  against  16  in  the  previous  year;  and  2 deaths  from 
scarlet  fever,  as  against  5.  The  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis 
were  37,  as  against  44  during  1925 ; thirty-three  occurred  in  children 
under  two  years  of  age. 

Cancer  was  registered  as  the  cause  of  death  in  95  cases,  as  con- 
trasted with  94  in  the  preceding  year.  This  represents  a cancer  death- 
rate  of  1’12  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  I’Ol  during 
the  years  1911  to  1920,  0'68  per  1,000  during  the  first  ten  years 
of  this  cent\iry,  and  with  0'55  during  the  ten  years  1891  to  1900.  Con- 
siderable attention  is  being  given  to  the  increasing  national  mortality 
from  malignant  disease,  and  the  policy  of  spreading  information  as  to 
the  early  signs  of  cancer  and  as  to  its  curability  by  operation  in  the 
early  stages  is  being  steadily  pursued. 

Deaths  from  violence,  numbeu’ed  32  (including  one  from  suicide); 
the  number  in  the  previous  year  was  35. 

Public  Assistance  and  Medical  Treatment — Valuable  information  as 
to  economic  conditions  having  a bearing  on  the  health  of  the  town  is 
obtained  from  data  kindly  supplied  by  the  Clerk  to  the  West  Derby 
Board  of  Guardians,  by  the  Managers  of  the  tlu-ee  Employment 
Exchanges  situated  in  Bootle,  and  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Bootle  Insurance 
Committee. 
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It  appears  that  duriug  the  year  19*26,  1,723  persons  (1,113  during 
1925)  were  received  from  tlu'  llorougli  into  the  medical  institutions  ot 
the  West  Derby  Board  of  (iuardians,  and  1:21,569  1 Is.  8d.  was  expen- 
ded in  out-door  relief  to  Bootle  residents  (t25,lU3  KJs.  Ud.  during 
1925).  Burther,  the  average'  number  of  adult  males  on  the  “ live 
unemployed  registers  in  the  last  week  of  each  month  during  ibe  yeai’ 
was  estimate.d  to  be  5,449  as  compared  wilh  6,522  during  1925;  average 
numbers  of  women  and  of  juveniles  were  516  and  405  resiieetively,  as 
compared  with  707  and  802  for  1925. 

As  regards  National  Health  Insurance,  the  total  number  of  insured 
persons  in  the  Borough  on  1st  October,  1926,  was  32,661,  or  38  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population.  The  insurance  Committee’s  figures  of  the 
number  of  prescriptions  made  up  during  the  last  hve  years  show  a very 
interesting  and  steady  increase  from  50,738  in  1921  to  95,665  in  1925, 
and  to  110,373  in  1926,  with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  annual  cost 
of  medicines  from  £1,955  to  £3,737. 

During  the  year  1,661  in-patients  and  29,109  out-patients  wer(’ 
treated  at  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital,  as  compared  with  1,650  and 
‘26,252  respectively  during  1925.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  addition 
Liverpool  Hospitals,  both  general  and  special,  are  attended  by  Bootle 
residents. 


II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Closet  Accommodation  and  Scavenging. — Every  house,  with  the 
exception  of  23  in  the  outlying  parts  of  Orrell,  is  j^rovided  with  one 
water  closet  or  more,  the^  conversioni  of  middens  having  been  completed 
in  1910. 


The  following  is  the  number  of  ashbins  and  ashpits  in  the  Borough  ; 
the  ashbins  were  emptied  weekly,  the  ashpits  evei-y  five  weeks,  and 
the  middens  every  eight  weeks  : — 


1926. 

1925. 

1924. 

1923. 

1922. 

1921. 

1914. 

Ashbins 

7221 

6169 

5493 

5366 

5285 

4899 

4645 

Ashpits,  single  . 

1130 

1224 

1289 

1316 

1397 

1429 

1486 

Ashpits,  double  . 

3518 

3932 

4169 

4216 

4239 

4295 

4336 

Middens,  single  . 

2;1 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Middens,  double 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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On  31st  December,  1925,  there  were  13,831  houses  in  the 
lloroLigh.  In  1,224  Irouses  the  provision  for  the  storage  of  dust,  ashes, 
or  house  refuse  was  by  way  of  single  ashpits,  and  in  7,864  houses  sucli 
provision  was  by  way  of  double  ashpits  shared  between  adjoining  houses 
hr  ail,  tliereforei,^  9,088  lioiuses  were  provided  wdth  ashpits  from  which 
refuse  was  emptied  at  intervals  of  four  toi  six  weehs. 


It  may  be  said,  accoidhigly,  that  tlie  ashpit  emptied  monthly  as 
contrasted  with  a portable  receptacle  or  ashbin  emptied  weekly  was 
until  recently  the  normal  provision  in  Bootle,  but  action  was  hrst  taken 
in  1920  to'  improve  this  position  by  the  abolition  of  ashpits  and  the  sub- 
stitution of  ashbins  when  the  powers  obtained  under  the  Bootle  Order, 
1914,  were  brought  into  use. 

The  conversion  of  ashpits  under  these  powers  was  contingent  upon 
the  certificate  o'f  the  Medical  Otticer  of  Health  that  the  situation  of  the 
ashpit  was  prejudicial  tO'  health;  such  certiheates  were  given  in  respect 
of  304  houses  in  congested  areas  with  small  yard  space  and  the  necessary 
conversions  were  ohiained,  costs  being  shared  equally  between  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  owner,  bub  procedurei  under  this  Order  was  abandoned 
in  the  middle  of  1924. 

A further  small  number  of  conversions  (approximately  100)  was 
voluntarily  undertaken  by  owners  without  cost  to  the  Corporationi  fol- 
lowing upon  notices  given  for  insufficiency  of  ashpit  accommodation 
(mainly  defective  roofs  or  doors),  but  progress  was  found  to  be  hindered 
by  the  1907  Bye-Law  requiring  the  substituted  ashbin  to  be  fixed  in  the 
wall  of  the  back  passage,  and  aocoa'dingly  in  May,  1925,  thei  approval 
of  tlici  Ministry  of  Health  was  obtained  tO'  a revision  of  the  Byei-Law 
so  as  to  allow  for  the  provision  of  an  ordinary  type  of  portable  bin.  It 
was,  therefore,  matter  for  satisfaction  that  between  that  date  and  30th 
March,  1926,  435  houses  were  so  dealt  with  by  property  owners  at  no 
expense  tO'  the  Corporation. 

At  thei  end  of  1925  certain  property  owners  intimated  to  the^  Health 
Committee  their  willingness  as  and  when  required  to  execute  I’epairs 
to  defective  ashpits  to  abfdish  such  ashpits  if  the  Corporation  would 
provide  ashbins  free.  It  was  felt  that  such  division  of  cost  was  equit- 
able, and,  in  order  to  obtain  experience  of  the  rate'  with  which  conver- 
sions could  be  earned  out  by  property  owners  without  hardship,  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  Council’s  estimates  for  1926-27  for  thei  inclusion 
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of  i800,  whicla  sum  was  suificieut  to  proivide  1,0(JU  aslibius.  Tlio  result 
was  that  the  work  of  conversion,  which  was  at  the  end  of  1925  begin- 
ning to  slow  down,  received  a stimulus,  ajid  between  ist  Ajjril  and  dlst 
December,  1926,  736  additional  houses  were^  satisfactoinly  dealt  with, 
making  a total  of  862  for  the  year  1926.  On  this  experience,  application 
wa.s  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  November,  1926,  for  thei  issue 
of  a i’rovisional  Order  further  amending  the  Bootle  Coiporatioai  Act, 
1890,  Section  50,  by  confening  poiwers  tO'  require  the  substitution  of 
portable  receptacles  for  fixed  ashpits,  and  by  allowing  the  Corporation 
to  contribute  the-  whole  or  a portion  of  the  cost  of  providing  such  poadshle 
receptacles.  A Local  Inquiry  was  duly  held  on  14th  Decemher,  1926, 
and  the  de«sion  of  the  Ministry  is  now  awaited. 


The  actual  position  at  31st  December,  1926,  therefore,  was  that 
there  were  approximately  8,000  houses  with  ashpits  which  would  be 
subject  to  the  powers  sought  in  the  Proivisional  Order,  and  it  remains 
to  be  decided  whether  the  scheiuie  projected  in  1925  of  converting  1,000 
of  these  annually  shall  be  jrroceeded  with,  or  whether  bon’owing  powers  1 
shall  be  exercised  and  the  \\'hole  of  the  work  carried  out  within  a short 
period.  The|  former  plan  has  obvious  financial  advantages  in  that  the 
chai'ges  for  a short  period  loan  would  not  have  toi  be  borne,  and  is  further 
commended  on  practical  grounds  as  spreading  oiver  the  next  eight  yeai's 
the  cost  to  the  owners  of  the  actual  work  of  demolition  of  the  ashpits 
and  the  making  good  of  the  freed  yard  space. 

Refuse  Disposal — Work  was  begun  during  the  year  on  the  erection 
of  new  plant  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  at  the  old  Pine  Crowe  site,  and 
the  new  structure  waiS  declared  open  on  the  2;lst  Febmary,  1927.  The 
plant,  which  was  built  at  a cost  of  ap2)roximately  ii22i,500,  is  worked 
as  a.  mixed  salvage  and  incineration  scheme,  and  has  been  coinskaicted 
in  two  imits  having  a total  gratei  area  of  200  sq.  feet. 

As  the  refuse  is  brought  to  the  Pine  Growe  Destructor,  it  is  weighed 
on  a weighbridge.  It  is  then  tipped  into'  a hopper,  in  which  works  a 
three-foot  wide  steel  conveyor  belt,  and  this  co'nveys  the  matea-ial  into 
a revolving  screen  of  7/16in.  mesh,  which  takes  out  approximately  40 
per  cent,  of  the  dust.  The  dust  is  conveyed  to  another  hopper,  frem' 
which  it  is  poured  into  barges  and  motors,  and  may  be  used  subsequently 
for  farmi  manure. 
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The  rest.  o.f  the  rubbish  is  conive^ed  on  a rubber  belt,  and  is  picked 
by  youths  ; it  is  then  carried,  over  a magnetic  drum  that  extracts  the 
tins  and  delivers  them  to  a baling  press,  which  bales  tluan  into  contaiuors 
with  a ca.pacity  of  about  40i  lbs.  The  rest  of  the  refuse  continues  on 
the  rubber  belt  to  be  swept  oft:  by  plonghs  to  either  of  the  two  units, 
where  it  is  hand-fed  from  the  hoppers  to  the  back  of  each  furnace. 
At  the  front  of  each  furnace  clinker  is  abstracted,  carried  by  a mono- 
rail  to  a crusher,  and  then  passed  into  a revolving  screen,  from  where 
it  is  delivered  in  three  sizes.  It  is  suitable  for,  use  in  pavings,  concrete 
making,  the  preparation  of  mortar,  and  many  similar  purposes. 


The  gases  are  burnt  in  a combustion  chamber,  and  pass  to  the  old 
chimney,  which  has  been  re-conditioned. 


The  dust,  ash,  and  unused  clinker  residue  are  deposited  on  the  Xew 
Farmi  site  a,t  Melling,  and  the  use  for  this  purpose  of  the  land  adjoining 
H.M.  Prison  has  now  ceased. 


SAXITAE.Y  INSPECTION  OE  THE  HISTEIGT. 

The  Staff  for  this  work  consists  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
with  three  assistants,  one  of  whom  is  engaged  principally  on  special 
duties  mainly  in  connection  with  food  inspections. 

^^uisances. — On  page  56  will  be  found  a tabular  statement  showing 
the  number  of  inspections  made,  and  notices  served  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  defects  for 
which  notices,  were  served  on  owners  shows  a decrease  from  4,840  in 
the  previous  year  to  4,574  in  the  year  under'  re.view ; the  other  work 
done  under  the  Housing  Acts  is  set  out  in  the  Housing  Section  of  this 
report  on  pages  46  to  5i. 

Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — The  administration  of  these 
Acts  in  SOI  far  as  relates  to  the  disinfection  of  premises  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Health  Department.  During  the  year  one  case  of  parasitic 
ma.nge  was  reported,  coirnpared  with  three  in  1925.  The  case  occurred 
in  a brick  stable. 


17 


III.  SANITARY  CONTROL  OF  THE  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

One  of  tlie  Sanitary  Inspectors  holding  the'  special  Food  Certificate 
of  the  Roynil  Sanitary  Institute  is  engaged  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  on  work  coainected  with  the  food  supply,  the  sa-nitary  supervision 
of  which  is  attemj^ted  m order  to  secure  cleanliness  in  the  preparation 
and  distribution  of  foodstuffs,  and  to  diminish  the  risk  of  possible 
infection  thereof  with  disease-producing  bacteria. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. — This  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
revoked  liegulations  made  under  previous  Orders  by  this  Authority, 
and  came  into  force  on  1st  Oetober,  1926.  An  impoidanti  difference  in 
the  provisions  of  the  Order  is  the  laying  of  gi'eater  stress  on  cleanliness 
in  all  operations  in  the  production  or  handling  of  milk  than  upon,  the 
structure  of  the  building.  Powers  enabling  much  needed  improvements 
to  be  carried  out  are  given  for  requiring  such  artificial  lighting  as  will 
enable  the  milking  to  be  done  in  good  and  proper  light ; for  requiring 
the  protection  of  milk  against  dust,  dirt,  flies,  etc. ; for  prohibiting  the 
cooling  of  milk  in  cowsheds,  and  for  dealing  with  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  in  the  grooming  of  the  cow  and  the  washing  of  the  milker’s 
hands.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  by  the  local  cowkeepers 
on  all  these  points,  although  the  small  yard  space  in  some  instances 
makes  it  difficult  to  provide  a cooling  shed  outside  the  shippon. 

Milk  Supply. — That  portion  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  borough 
which  is  not  brought  in  by  rail  is  derived  from  cows  kept  in  shippons, 
of  which  there:  are  now  24  in  the  town  ; the  cows  number  approximately 
860,  a decrease  from,  the  pre-war  figure  of  about  550.  All  the  shippons 
received  the  careful  attention  of  the  Inspector,  who:  paid  210  visits 
to  them  during  the  year. 

Attention  continiied  to  be  given  during  the  year  to  the  important 
question  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough.  The 
bacteriological  content  of  the  milk  as  received  by  the  consumer  is,  it 
is  agreed,  a fair  index  of  the  care  which  has  been  exercised  in  its  pro- 
duction and  distribution,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record 
that  by  such  standard  the  local  conditions  have  shown  a decided  im- 
provement. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  recognised  cer- 
tain grar|(‘s  of  milk,  and  has  prescribed  the  standard  for  “Certified 
Milk’’  to  be  that  on  a sample  being  taken  at  any  time  before  delivery 
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(oi  the  consumer,  tlie  milk  shall  he  found  lo  contain  not  more  than 
30,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre,  and  no  Bacillus  Coli — the  orf^^anism 
characteristic  of  eonlamination  with  manure — in  one-tenth  part  of  a 
cubic  ccntimetn'.  The  standard  for  the  grade  next  below  this,  viz., 
Orade  “A”  Milk,  prescribes  that  on  a sample  being  taken  at  any  time 
before  delivery  to  the  consumer  there  shall  be  not  more  than  200,000 
bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre  nor  any  Bacillus  Coli  in  one-hundredth 
part  of  a cubic  centimetre. 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  results  of  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  samples  of  the  Bootle  milk  supply,  both  the  local  product 
and  that  brought  in  by  rail:  — 


Cleanliness  of  Milk. 


No. 

Source  of 

Milk. 

Time  since 
milking. 

B.  Coli  present 
in  ; — 

Bacteria 
per  c.c. 

B.  Tuber- 
culosis 

1. 

Hootle  Shippon 

4 hours 

1/100,000  c.c. 

1,320,00  I 

2. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/100,000  c.c. 

128,000 

3. 

Do. 

3|  hours 

— 

40,200 

4. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/10  c.c. 

No  count 

5. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/10000  c.c. 

20,400,000 

6. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/100  c.c. 

No  count 

7. 

Do. 

3 hours 

— 

22,500 

8. 

Do. 

6 hours 

1/100,000  c.c. 

52,800,000 

9. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/10  c.c. 

40,800 

— 

10. 

Do. 

4 hours 

1/100,000  c.c. 

3,337,000 

11. 

Do. 

5 hours 

1 c.c. 

188,000 

12. 

“Railway  Milk’’ 

18  hours 

1/10  c.c. 

42,800 

13. 

Do. 

Do. 

— 

80 

14. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/100,000  c.c. 

720,000 

— 

15. 

Do. 

Do. 

— 

5,600 

Present 

16. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 c.c. 

6,600 

17. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/10  c.c. 

333,000 

18. 

Do. 

Do. 

— 

24,400 



19. 

Do. 

Do. 

1 /lO  c.c. 

12,600 

20. 

Do. 

Do. 

— 

195,200 

Present 

21. 

Do. 

Dq. 

— 

18,600 

22. 

Do. 

17  hours 

1/10,000  c.c. 

No  count 

1 — 

23. 

Do. 

18  hours 

■ 

243 

24. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/100  c.c. 

257,660 

— 

25. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/100,000  c.c. 

1,281,000 

— 

26. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/10  c.c. 

19,200 

27. 

Do. 

Do. 

— 

3,020 

— 

28. 

Do. 

Do. 

1/100,000  c.c. 

47,300,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  seven  instances  the  standard  of  “Certified” 
Milk,  and  in  five  instances  that  of  Grade  “A”  Milk,  was  reached,  and 
although,  of  course,  the  purchasers  from  the  milk  dealers  supplying 
Ihesci  samples  could  not  he  guarantec'd  such  a satisfactoia  article  on 
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other  days,  the  attainment  of  the  standard  is  distinctly  creditable.  In 
nine  instances,  however,  the  milk  can  be  described  only  as  grossly 
contaminated,  and  suitable* action  was  taken  in  these  cases  to  l)ring 
about  an  improved  state  of  affairs. 

The  I’esult  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  28  samples 
noted  above  showed  that  two  samples  were  reported  to  be  infected 
with  tubercle  bacilli;  necessary  action  was  taken. 

Inspextion  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. — As  in  1914,  there  was  only 
one  slaughter-house  in  the  Borough,  and  this  was  noi  used  during  1926. 

The  food  shops,  which  received  frequent  visits  of  inspection,  num- 
bered 659 — butchers  74,  grocers  125,  fish  68,  fruit  and  vegetables  110, 
bread  and  flour  66,  dining  rooms  31,  and  other  food  shops  185‘. 

The  amount  of  unsormd  food  detected  is  shoiwn  in  the  table  below 
— all  was  voluntarily  surrendered,  except  in  two  instances  of  seizure 
of  21bs.  10|ozs.  of  meat.  In  one  of  thesei  a prosecution  was  instituted, 
and  the  tradesman  was  fined  £3. 


Meat 

Tons. 

CvriiS. 

2 

Qrs. 

0 

Lbs. 

15 

Ozs 

Meat,  canned  

1 

11 

3 

0 

8 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

— 

2 

0 

8 

10 

Fruit  and  Vegetables,  canned 

— ■ 

18 

3 

15 

14 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

3 

2 

18 

12 

Fish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Fish,  canned 

— 

4 

0 

21 

3 

Miscellaneous 

— 

— 

1 

16 

8 

Food  Factories. — There  are  thirteen  factories  in  the  town;  they 
received  157  visits  of  inspection.  Forty  premises  are  now  registered 
under  the  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1921,  as  used  for  the  preparation  of 
potted  or  preserved  foods. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  21  bakehouses  (9  being  underground),  and 
24  confectionery  bakehouses.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  visits  of 
inspection  were  paid  to  them  during  the  year;  their  general  condition 
is  good. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  Public  Analyst  is  Mr.  W.  H. 
Boberts,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.  Table  6 on  page  60  shows  that  200  samples 
were  taken,  of  which  100  were  milk.  The  report.s  show  that  10  samples 
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or  o per  cent.,  were  adulterated  or  not  up  to  standard.  Nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  samples,  were  taiken  inforTnit^lly  by  purchase  through  an 
agent,  and  in  cases  where  adulteration  wa.B'  detected  a formaf  sample 
was  then  taken  in  order  that  the  necessary  legal  action  might  be  in- 
stituted ; in  77  milk  cases,  however,  the  procedure  prescribed  by  the 
Act  was  adopted. 

Ten  of  the  milk  samples  were  reported  on  advei'sely  hy  the  Public 
Analyst.  Of  these,  three  were  informal  samples,  two  of  which  were 
slightly  watered  and  the  third  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  2.7 
per  cent.,  one  of  the  vendors  subsequently  was  convicted  in  respect  of 
two  formal  samples  and  incurred  fines  and  costs  amounting  to  £8  9s.  Od. 
for  selling  milk  which  had  been  deprived  of  21  and  11  per  cent,  of  fat 
respectively. 

Two  were  slightly  deficient  in  fa.! ; the  vendors  were  cautioned.  In 
three  instances  thea'e  were  deficiencies  of  20,  10  aard  6 per  cent,  of  fat. 
The  vendor  .of  the  last-mentioned  Sample  paid  two  guineas — the 
Analyst’s  fee.  Convictions  were  obtained  under  the  Sale  ( f Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  in  four  cases,  the  reuniting  fines  and  costs  amounted  to  £21 
Os.  Od. 

T\venty-nine  of  the  milk  samples  were  taken  at  the  railway  stations 
in  the  toiwn,  and  of  thesei  two  were  slightly  watei’ed,  and  three  were 
27,  21,  a.nd  11  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat  respectively. 

The.  Piddle  Analyst  has.  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  result  of  the 
a.nalysis  of  every  sample  of  milk  submitted  to  him  from  Bootle,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  including  the  samples  returned  “ not 
genuine,”  the  average  amount  of  fat  was  3'57  per  cent.,  and  of  non- 
fatty  solids  8'86  per  cent.,  the  minimumi  standard  fixed  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  the  Sale  of  Mdk  Regulations,  1901,  being  3 per  cent, 
fat  and  8‘5  per  cent,  non-fat  tv  solids,  below  which  figures  nnlk  is 
presumed  to.  he  not  genuine. 

Three  samples  of  milk  (in  a.ddition  to  the  above)  wem  obtained 
at  Marsh  Lane  Railway  Sta.tion,  in  coursei  of  delivery  to.  a.  local  milk 
dealer  in  response  to  a.  notice,  solved  on  the  Chief  Sanitary^  Inspector  by 
a.n  Inspector  of  the  County  of  Lancaster'  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Milk  a.nd  Dairies  Consolidation  Act,  1915. 

Eleven  sam.ples  of  condensed  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst, 
who  certified  that  they  were  all  genuine  and  correctly  labelled  as  pro- 
vided by  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923', 
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Forty-eight  siunples  of  butter  w ure  taken  for  analysis,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  genuine. 

Public  Health  [Milk  and  Cream)  Heyulatiunti.  — One  hundred 
saiuiples  of  milk  wei'e  examined  under  these  regnlations  for  the  pres- 
ence. of  pi-esei'vatives  ; none  were  fomid.  Three  samples  of  preserved 
eream  wei'e  sidnnitted  for  analysis,  and  all  contained  less  than  the 
maximnm  amount  of  preiservative  allowed  by  the  Itegulations. 

IV.  PREVALENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Zjimotie  Diseases. — During  the  year  there  were  78  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases,  which  are  smallpox,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  diairhoea,  a.nd  fever  (mcluding  typhoid, 
enteric,  and  tj-phus).  This  is  a death  rate  of  0''9’2i  per  1,000'  of  the 
population ; it  compares  with  a decennial  rate  for  1916-1925  of  1‘36. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year 
is  briefly  .summarised  below,  and  fuller  detail  is  given  in  Table  2,  page 
53.  There  was  no  notification  of  smallpox,  cholera,  plague,  relapsing  or 
continued  fever,  trench  fever,  or  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Total 


Diphtheria 

notified. 

51 

to  hospital. 

47 

deaths 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

150 

139 

2 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid) 

3 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

6 

5 

— 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatoi-um  ... 

21 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

23 

13 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

6 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

3 

— 

Infantile  Diarrhoea  (under  two 

years) — voluntarily  notifiable  .. 

104 

33 

Malaria 

7 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

2 

— 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

5 

2 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

148 

41 

53 

Tuberculosis — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

208 

110 

95 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

101 

29 

26 

22 


Scarlet  Fever. — One  hundred  and  fifty-eight  cases  were  notified, 
being  a rate  of  1’87  per  1,000  of  the  estim.ate'd  population,  compared 
with  1'86  in  1925. 


During  1920  the'  case  incidence  was  thus  again  remarkably  low,  and 
two  deaths  only  oiocurred ; tbo  ca;’©  mortality  was  therefore  1‘27  per 
cent.,  and  the  deiath-rate  j^er  1,000  of  the  ])opulation  was  0’02  as  com- 
pared with  0 02  for  England  and  Wales.  In  view  of  recent  experience 
it  is  satisfactory  to  report  this  favourable  comparison. 


In  each  of  16  houses  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred,  and  in 
one  house  there  werC'  three  cases. 

Return  Cases. — During  1926  there  were  two  instances  in  which  the 
discharge  of  a scarlet  fever  patient  from  hospital  was  followed  by  the 
occurrence  of  a new  case  in  the  home ; this  was  equivalent  to  a return 
case  rate  of  1'5  per  cent,  of  those  discharged,  as  compared  with  1'7 
per  cent,  in  1925,  and  2‘7  in  1924. 


Thei  lengths  of  stay  in  hospital  were'  29'  and  27  days,  and  the)  inter- 
vals between  discharge  and  the  commencement  of  the  second  case  were 
13  and  3 days,  respectively. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — One  hundred  and  thirty -nine,  or  88  per 
cent,  of  t'hei  cases  notified  were  treated  in  Linacrei  Hospital,  with  a 
mortality  rate,  among  the  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  of  scarlet  fever 
was  confirmed,  of  1'6  per  cent.,  as  against  the  figure  of  5'4  per  cent, 
in  the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  notified — 51,  as  compared  with 
72  in  192'5  and  58  in  1924,  was  well  below  the  average  of  114  for  the  ten 
years  ended  1925.  The  incidence  was  0'‘60  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  and  the  case  mortality  was  5'9  per  cent.  Forty-seven  cases, 
or  92  per  cent,  of  those  notified  were  removed  to  hospital.  An  exam- 
ination  of  the  three  fatal  cases  shows  that  one  died  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  illness  after  thii'teen  hours  in  hospital;  the  second  died  at 
hom('  after  five  days’  illness  ; while  the  third  death  took  place  in  a Poor 
Law  Institution  in  liiverpool  26  days  after  admission  thereto  for  an- 
other disease.  Tracheotomy  was  not  performed  in  any  case. 
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In  the  case  of  diphtheria  palieiils  nursed  at  liouie,  antitoxin  is 
supplied,  by  the  Authority. 

The  oiccuiTenoe  of  a secondary  case  of  diphtheria^  in  an  infected 
household  was  I'eeorded  on  two'  occasions. 


Sniallpux. — Outbreaks  of  smallpox,  mainly  of  a mild  type,  eon- 
tinue-J  to  ai’ise  in  varions  parts  of  the  Midlands  and  North  of  England 
dm’ing  1926,  but  no  case  occurred  in  Bootle,  although  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  consulted  in  several  instances  in  which  smallpox 
was  suspected. 


According  to  information  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  Clerk  to 
the  West  Derby  Unioai,  1,671  successful  primary  vaccinations  and  1 
successful  re-vaccination  were  performed  during  the  year  ended  30th 
September,  1926,  as  compared  with  the  preivious  year’s  figures  of  1149 
and  7 respectively ; this  is  a welcome  return  towards  the  experience 
of  several  years  past  during  which  more'  than  90'  per  cent,  of  the  infants 
bom  received  necessary  protection. 


Enteric  Fever. — There  were  three  notifications  of  enteric  fever, 
one  of  which  was  of  an  officer  of  the  mercantile  marine  who  contracted 
the  disease  outside  Bootle.  The  other  two  cases  occurred  in  children, 
and  no  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  infection  could  be  obtained. 


Influenza. — Five  notifications  of  influenzal  pneumonia  were  re- 
ceived, and  seventeen  deaths  from'  influenza  wC're  recorded.  There 
was  a limited  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  March  and  April,  followed  as 
usual  by  pulmonary  complications,  which  were  more  severe  in  young 
children  and  caused  a sharp  rise  in  the  numberl  of  deaths  of  children 
aged  onei  to  five  years. 


Measles. — During  1926  measles  caused  13  deaths,  compared  with 
27  in  1925,  a'Ud  an  average  of  21  during  the  ten  years  ended  192:5.  The 
Bootle  death-rate  from'  this  cause  was  0'15  per  1,000,  compared  with 
0'09  throughout  England  and  Wales. 
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Co'iupleitc  iiifonnatioii  ais  to  ilio  inoidenoe  of  measles  is  not  now 
available,  but  during  the  year  168  cases  occurring  in  school  children 
were  reported  under  tlie  Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1920. 

Whooping  Cough — Whooping  Cough  caused  23  deaths  during  1920 
compared  with  16  in  1925,  and  12  in  1924.  The  death-rate  was  0'27  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  0 10  throughout  England  and 
W ales. 

Diarrhoea. — Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  37,  or  a rate  of 
O' 44  per  1,000'  of  the  population  as  compared  with  0'5  last  year.  Thiidy- 
tlmee  of  the  deaths  occuiTedi  in  children  under  the  age  of  two'  years, 
giving  a rate  per  1,000  births  of  17'7  in  Bootle,  as  compared  with  8'7 
i hroughorut  England  and  Wales. 

The  aiTangements  instituted  in  previous  years  by  which  this  disease 
is  notifiaible  during  the  third  quarter  were  continued,  and  104  notifica- 
tions were  received,  as  compared  with  80  in  1925,  28  in  1924,  and  47 
in  1923.  The  receipt  of  these  notifications  enabled  instruction  on  the 
necessai'y  sanitary  precautions  against  the  spread  of  infection  to  be 
given  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Visitors,  as  well  as  nursing  attention  to  be 
given  by  the  Bootle  District  Nurses’  Association;  the  increase  in  cases 
is  a i-eminder  of  the  necessity  for  constantly  teaching  the  elementary 
details  of  con’ect  infant  feeding. 


LINACRE  ISOEATION  HOSPITAL. 

Linacre  Isolation  Hospital,  by  arrangement  with  the  respective 
authorities,  receives  cases  of  infections  disea.se  from  the  urban  districts 
of  Litherland  and  Eormby,  as  well  as  from  the  borough. 

The  year  1926  continued  the  exceptionally  lighb  expeidence  in  the 
working  of  tlie  isolation  hospital,  even  when  the  compaidson  is  with 
such  favourable  yea.rs  as  1923  and  1924.  The  following  table  gives 
particulars  of  tire  cases  admitted,  to  the  infections  disease  wards,  and 
shows  a continued  low  figure  of  scarlet  fever  admissions.  Particulars  of 
cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  was  revised  are  given  in  Appendix  12  oi'i 
page  66. 


CASES  TEEATED  IN  THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  WARDS,  LINACRE  HOSPITAL. 
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DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  complicated 
by  other  Disease. 

Admitted  as  Scarlet  Fever 
but  diagnosis  revised. 

Diphtheria. 

Diphtheria  complicated  by 
other  disease. 

Admitted  as  Diphtheria 
but  diagnosis  revised. 

Other  Diseases 

TOTALS 

Tracheotomy. — Tracheotomy  was  not  performe.d  on  any  case  during  the  year. 
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Cross-infection. — The  hospital  was  particularly  fortunate  in  respect 
of  the  a.ino'unt  of  cross-infectioin,  and  there  was  no  instance  of  the 
eontra'ction  of  a second  disease  by  a patient  admitted  foi’  one  disease 
only. 

Diphtheria  Sascept ihilitij  and  1 inniunisalion. — Further  observations 
with  the  Schick  test  were  made  during  the  year;  this  reaction,  which 
indicates  whetlier  or  not  the  individual  is  susceptible  to  diphtheria,  was 
made  use  of  in  the  ease  of  47  of  the  scarlet  fever  admissions,  and  the 
following  talde  summarises  the  experience  obtained  mth  the  test  since 
1924,  and  brings  out  the  fact  that  fewer  susceptible  children  are  dis- 
covered as  the  age  period  advances,  owing  either  tO'  the  gradual 
immunisation  produced  in  to^vn  children  by  repeated  exposure  to  small 
doses  of  infection  or  to  the  contraction  of  actual  attacks  of  diphtheria. 

SGHICK  TESTS. 

Patients  in  Scarlet  Fever  Wards. 


* '■  , 

; 

Ages. 

Under  5 years 

5^10 

10—15 

15—20 

20  years  a,nd  over  .. 

Positive 

50 

55 

12 

4 

1 

Negative. 

31 

74 

42 

11 

7 

'hotal 

81 

120 

54 

15 

8 

Total 

. 122 

..  165 

287 

The  Schick  tost  continued  to  be  applied  to  new  probationer  nurses 
either  before  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  engagement,  and  it  was 
found  that  one  of  the  four  gave  a positive  reaction  indicating  suscepti- 
bility : this  nurse  was  subsequently  protected  by  an  injection  of  toxin- 
antitoxin.  The  utility  of  this  procedure,  which  was  commenced  in 
1923,  is  obvious  from,  the  point  of  view  of  the  nurse,  as' well  a.s  of  the 
hospital  administrator,  who  in  the  past  has  been  faced  with  the  difficulty 
of  members  of  the  staff  contracting  a dangerous  infectious  disea, se 
during  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

Staff  Sichness. — The  health  of  the  staff  was  generally  good.  One 
nurse  contracted  scarlet  fever  and  wa®  off  duty  for  32  days ; a.nd  a 
second  nurse  contracted  toxic  erythemia,  and  lost  23  days. 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory  Work. — 

No.  of 

Positive 

Negative 

Specimens 

Examination  required.  result. 

result. 

examined. 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria.  ...  79 

...  1007 

...  1086 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  213 

...  507 

...  720 

292 

1514 

1806 

In  addition,  34  samples  of  milk,  273  specimens  for  venereal  disease, 
and  eleven  miscellaneous  specimens,  Avere  examined  by  Professor 
Beattie  in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity. 


Y.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  caused  by  tuberculosis  during  1926 
was  121,  or  one  death  in  every  eight,  giving  a death-ratei  from  this 
causei  of  1’47  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1’8  in  1925 
and  1'4  in  1924 ; it  was  1‘8  for  the  ten  years  ended  1925. 

The  tabular  statement  which  follows  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the 
borough  has  a marked  excess  in  tuberculosis  incidence  over  the  country 
generally,  an  unfavourable  circumstance  occurring  also  in  neighbouring 
areas  on  Merseyside. 


TUBEEUULO'SIS  (ALL  POEMS). 


BOOTLE 

Death-rates 

Year. 

1913 

Cases 

notified. 

375 

Deaths. 

120 

Death-rates. 

1-6 

England  and 
Wales. 

1-34 

1914 

325 

113 

1-5 

1-35 

1915 

319 

143 

2r0 

1-55 

1916 

324 

179 

2, -3 

1-62 

1917 

267 

151 

1-9 

1-80 

1918 

228 

160 

2-2 

1-92 

1919 

203 

110 

1-4 

1-26 

1929 

216 

128 

1-6 

1-13 

1921 

299 

140 

1-8 

1-12 

1922 

284 

130 

1-6 

1-12 

1923 

302 

135 

1-7 

1-07 

1924 

302 

115 

1-4 

1-06 

1925 

319 

132 

1-8 

104 

1926 

309 

121 

1-5 

28 


Incidence  by  Age  and  Sex. — The  table  below  shows  that  the  pul- 
luoiiary  furnii  of  the  disease  is  by  far  the  more  fatal  that  it  is  oom- 
momer  in  males  than  in  females  ; and  that  it  is  of  greater  econo'mic  im- 
poii'tance  in  that  it  attacks  its  subject  dunng  thei  working  years  of*  the 
life-period — it  will  be  seen  in  this,  regard  that  two-thirds  of  the  cases 
as  well  as  of  the.  deaths  from'  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  55  years.  On  the  other  hand  in  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  three  quarters  of  the  cases  and  two-thirds  of  the  deaths 
occuiTed  in  children  below  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS.— Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 


AGE  PERIODS 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Piilmotiary 

Non-  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Ion  - Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 Year 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1—5  Years 

1 

— 

14 

6 

1 

— 

6 

2 

5—10  ,, 

7 

7 

13 

21 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10-15  „ 

6 

1 

14 

7 

— 

1 

1 

1 

15—20  „ 

11 

11 

2 

8 

4 

1 

1 

20-25  ,, 

9 

16 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 

2 

25-35  „ 

26 

24 

4 

3 

5 

11 

, 2 

— 

35-45  „ 

22 

16 

1 

4 

13 

8 

1 

— 

45-55  „ 

16 

9 

— 

1 

11 

5 

— 

— 

55-65  ,, 

11 

5 

— 

1 

8 

3 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

5 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

115 

93 

52 

49 

55 

40 

16 

11 

29 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Incidence. — Two  hundred  and  eight  new  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year  to  be  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  the  patients  will  be  found  oq  page  (31.  The  numbers 
notified  in  the  three  preceding  years  were  257,  168,  and  236,  respec- 
tively. In  the  case  of  eight  the  first  intimation  was  obtained  from 
the  death  returns,  while  in  29  other  cases  notification  was  made  at 
intervals  of  less  than  three  months  before  death.  The  non-notified 
deaths,  therefore,  numberqd  8'4  per  cent,  of  the  total  of  95  deaths  from 
pulmonai’y  tuberculosis.  Enquiry  intoi  these  non-notified  cases  showed 
the  omission  to  be  on  the  part  of  private  doctors  in  two  instances,  and 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  of  large  Poor  Law  institutions, 
asylums  or  hospitals  in  the  remainder. 

Deaths. — During  the  year  95  deaths  were  certified  to  be  due  to 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  representing  a rate  of  1T2  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  1'36  in  1925,  and  1'15  in  1924. 

Tuberculosis  Visitors : Home  Visitation — Three  tuberculosis  visi- 
tors, one  of  whom  assists  in  the  medical  work  of  the  Dispensary,  and 
two  of  whom  are  engaged  also  on  work  in  connection  with  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  are  responsible  for  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the 
homes  of  notified  and  suspected  cases;  they  paid  2,346  visits  to  the 
homes  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  in  Bootle. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensanj. — Attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  secur- 
ing the  attendance  for  examination  of  contacts  of  notified  cases,  and 
during  the  year  119  were  so  examined.  As  a result,  5 were  pronounced 
to  be  definitely  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  8 were  still  under  observa- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year,  10  ceased  attendance  before  diagnosis  was 
made,  while  the  remaining  96  were  considered  to  be  non-tuberculo'us. 

During  the  year  283  new  cases,  of  whom  126  were  sent  by  private 
practitioners  and  52  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  opinion  pre- 
liminary to  notification,  were  examined  at  the  Dispensary. 

The  total  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  during  the  year  num- 
bered 5,655,  as  compared  with  5,778  in  1925;  373  specimens  of  sputum 
were  examined,  giving  a positive  result  in  47  cases. 
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lu  pursuance  of  the  policy  adopted  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  all  cases  not  at  the  time  in  need  of  specialist  supervision  or 
treatment  (sanatorium,  hospital.  X-ray,  etc.)  are  referred  to  their  own 
doctor;  such  a policy  is  easy  in  respect  of  the  insured  population,  but 
cannot  be  followed  as  safely  with  the  remainder  owing  to  their  lack 
of  means.  During  the  year  161  insured  patients  were  referred  to  their 
l^anel  doctor  for  treatment,  and  touch  was  kept  with  them  by  means 
of  the  insurance  practitioners’  quarterly  reports  and  through  the 
medium  of  tke  Tuberculosis  Visitor;  421  report  forms  ((j.P.  17)  were 
sent  out,  and  183  were  returned  completed. 

The  Dispensary  has  no  X-ray  apparatns,  but  during  the  year  ten 
cases  were  sent  by  arrangement  to  the  Lancashire  County  Council’s 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Seaforth  for  radiographic  examination  and 
report. 

Maghull  Sanatorium. — During  the  year  48  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Institution  with  an  average  length  of  stay  of  123  days  for  the 
cases  discharged  during  the  year. 

Linacre  Hospital  Tuberculosis  Pavilion. — During  1926,  62  Bootle 
cases  were  admitted  to  the  pavilion,  the  average  length  of  stay  of  the 
58  cases  discharged  during  the  year  being  97  days.  One  Lancashire 
County  Council  case  was  admitted.  There  were  in  all  13  deaths  in 
the  tuberculosis  wards  during  the  year. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Treatment  — The  principle  underlying 
artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  is  to  obtain  collapse  of  the  affected 
lung  by  injecting  air  or  nitrogen  into  the  plenral  cavity  between  the 
chest-wall  and  the  lung,  the  collapse  seenring  rest  of  the  diseased  part 
and  a consequent  possibility  of  healing. 

Two  new  cases  have  been  taken  under  treatment  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  both  cases  of  very  active  disease  with  hectic  temperature. 
In  one  of  these,  owing  to  adhesions,  only  a partial  pneumothorax  was 
obtained;  considerable  temporary  improvement  resulted,  but  as  there 
were  signs  of  involvement  of  the  other  lung  the  treatment  was  given 
up  after  four  months. 

In  th«  other  case  a nearly  complete  pneumothorax  was  got  with 
some  improvement  of  symptoms:  the  case  is  still  under  treatment. 
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The  two  cases  in  which  improvement  was  formerly  obtained,  and 
which  were  noted  in  the  last  Annual  Picport,  maintained  the  improve- 
ment ; one  has  now  left  the  district,  but  was  working  full  time  until 
then.  The  other  is  still  under  pneumothorax  treatment,  this  having 
now  (February,  1927)  been  maintained  for  21  months. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  dental  treat- 
ment in  cases  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  been  con- 
tinued, and  in  all  8 cases  completed  treatment  during  the  year.  The 
approximate  cost  of  this  treatment  was  £14  Ids.  Od.,  of  which  the 
patients’  contributions  were  assessed  at  £5  15s.  Od. 

NON-PULMONAK Y TUBEKO ULOSIS. 

Buruig  the  year  101  new  cases  of  non-pulinonary  tuberculosis  were 
notilied,  as  compared  with  62  during  1925,  namely; — 45  glands,  15 
bones  and  joints,  21  abdominal,  14  meningitis,  4 cases  of  lupus,  1 of 
epididymitis,  and  1 of  kidney;  and  there  were.  26  deaths  registered. 
The  agreement  with  the  Leasowe  Hospital  for  Children  for  the  main- 
tenance of  six  beds  for  children  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis remained  in  force,  and  six  cases  were  admitted  during  the.  year 
in  place  of  other  six  discharged. 

The  scheme  for  admission  to  local  general  hospitals  of  adult  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  for  payment  by  the  Council  of  the 
charges  for  maintenance  and  treatment  in  cases  recommended  or 
approved  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  was  continued.  During  the  year- 
eleven  such  patients  have,  been  admitted  to  the  Stanley  Hospital,  seven 
to  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital,  three  to  the  David  Lewis  Northern 
Hospital,  and  one  to  the  Ellen  Conner  Home;  seven  of  these  were 
recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  fifteen  were  subsequeirtly 
approved  by  him  after  admission  as  urgent  cases. 

ARTIFICIAL  LIGHT  TREATMENT. 

The  scheme  of  aiffificial  light  treatment,  confined  to  exposure  of 
patients  to  general  irradiation,  which  was  commenced  at  Linacrc  Hos- 
pital on  5th  October,  1925,  was  continued  throughout  the  year  by  hold- 
ing daily  sessions  of  approximately  one  hour  duration;  1,803  attend- 
ances were  made  by  patients  during  the  year. 
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The  staff,  plant  and  working  method  remain  as  described  in  the  last 
report.  The  operation  time  was  270  hours,  and  the  electricity  consump- 
tion was  estimated  to  be  1,150  units;  the  cost  of  carbons  used  was  £24, 
and  the  running  cast,  therefore,  equals  about  3/6  per  hour  during  which 
seven  or  eight  patients  are  treated. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  results  of  treatment  have  proved 
saitisfaictory,  as  the  tabular’  statement  below  partly  demonstrates,  and, 
standing  out  from  the  cases  which  were  found  toi  undergo  the  noianal 
anticipated  improvement  were  several  striking  instances  in  which-  far 
more  thanj  the  results  expected  were  in  fact  obtained.  For  example, 
a child  just  under  two-  years  of  age  was,  recommended  for  a course  of 
light  treatment  on  account  of  rickets,  and,  more  to  suit  the  mother’s 
convenience  than  with  any  expectation  of  effecting  much  improvement, 
it  was  arranged  that  a younger  baby,  aged  3 months,  suffering  from 
marasmus,  should  alsoi  be  exposed  to  the  light;  this  infant  was,  at  the 
time  of  its  first  attendance  in  September,  91bs.  5ozs.  in  weight,  and  had 
a wizened,  old  apix-araucei,  -wath  shrunken  features  and  marked  wasting. 
After  a month  the  child  looked  normal,  was  reported  by  the:  mother’ 
to  be  feeding  and  sleeping  well,  andi  was  almost  unrecognisable  owing 
to  its  having  filled  out  and  having  gained  a heialthy  colour.  The  child 
gained  almost  six  pounds  by  the  end  of  the  year,  by  which  time  it  had 
received  29  exposures  each'  lasting  half  an  hour. 

On  the  tuberculosis  side  also  two  cases  may  be  singled  out  for 
special  comment.  The  first  is  the  patient  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual 
Eeport  as  having  suffered  since  1922  from  tuberculosis  of  the  sacrum 
a.nd  has  having  been  an  in-patient  at  Linacre  Hospital  since  July,  1924, 
with  persistent  sinus  discharge  following  upon  a series  of  operations ; 
complete  healing  was  obtained  after  thirty  exposures  to  light  treatment, 
and  the  patient  was  discharged  in  excellent  health  in  February,  1926, 
and  is  now  working.  The  second  case  is  that  of  a man  who  had  one 
testicle  removed  in  1922  on  account  of  tubercular  epididymitis.  He 
came  under  observation  in  November,  192.5,  and  had  then  a six  months’ 
history  of  the  swelling  of  the  right  epididymis,  which  on  first  examinai- 
tio'U  was  seen  to  be  indurated  with  at  one  point  a sinus  discharging  pus  ; 
there  was  also  a hydrocele  of  the  cord  and  tunica  vaginalis ; light  treat- 
ment was  commenced  on  26th  November,  1925,  with  exposures  up  to 
an  hour  daily  three  times  a week ; thei  condition  soon  showed  signs  of 
improvement,  and  by  August,  1926,  the  swelhng  of  the  epididymis  had 


partly  suhsidoj  a.nd  luul  becoinie  Jess  indiiratecl  and  tliC'  sinus  was 
soundly  liea.led.  Tiie  genei’aii  treatment  was  continued  witli  marlvcd 
success  and  the  patient  was  disclnxrgcd  from  furtliei-  treatment  in 
I'ddu'ua.rv,  lO'dT. 


Jti:sri/rs  of  AaTiFiciAU  liiuiiT  Tiifatmkxt. 


(a)  Tuberculosis. 


Tubei'cular  Cervical  Glands  ... 
Scrofulodermia 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (Q)  ... 
(Jld  Potts  Disease  and  Debility 
Tubercular  Spine 
Tubercular  Pibs 


No.  under 

Much  iui-  treatment 

No.  proved — Sta-  at  Slst 

licaled.  ijuie«cenl.  Improved,  tiomiry,  Dec.,  Itt'id 


18  2 4 

3—2 
1 1 — 

1—1 
1—1 
11  — 
1 — — 


4 


1 


8 

1 


(b)  Maternity 


Ijesion. 

Rickets 

Debility  foJlo'Wing  Pneumonia  . 
iM'alnutrition 


AND  Child  Welfare. 

No.  under 
treatment 

No.  Much  Rta-  at  31st 

treated.  Improved.  Improved,  tionary.  Dec.,  1920. 

16  — 9 1 6 

2 ■ 


2;  — — — 2 


Note. — Two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  11  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
cases  which  ceased  treatment  after  making  15  or  fewer  attendances  are  excluded 
from  this  summary. 


Experience  has  shown,  possibly  duei  to  thci  fact  that  the  current 
used  is  from  alternating  supply,  that  there  is  more  wear  and  tear  and 
consequent  need  of  I’eplaceanent  of  various  parts  than  had  been  antici- 
pated ; the  inconvenience  resulting  front  this  is  not  so  much  a matter 
of  expense  as  the  annoyance  of  inteiruptions  of  treatment.  Further, 
the  non-central  position  of  the  Light  Treatment  premises  has  militated 
against  regular  and  continued  attendance  of  infants  recommended  for 
treatment  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme;  this  ob- 
jection of  distance  obviously  applies  less  in  the  tubercular  eases,  which 
are  commonly  of  an  age  making  it  unnecessary  for  ihvm  to  be  accom- 
panied by  the  mother  or  other  relative. 
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VI.  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Council’s  scheme  ior  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
diseattes  through  the  treatment  centre  at  tlie  Bootle  Borough  Hospital 
was  continued  as  in  previous  years,  and  three  clinics  were  held  weekly 
for  men  and  two  for  women  and  eh-ildren. 


The  Annual  Statistical  Beport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treat- 
ment Centre  will  be  found  on  page  63.  It  shows  304  ])er.sons  under 
treatnient  on  1st  January,  1927,  as  against  275  on  1st  January,  1926, 
and  a Slight  increase  in  the  number  of  new  cases,  the  figures  -being 
340  as  contrasted  with  324  in  1925,  and  410  in  1924. 


The  total  attendances  for  treatment  made  at  the  clinic  during  th-e 
year  shiow  an  increase  from  6,620  to  7,004;  the  figure  includes  1,673 
attendances  made  between  clinic  days  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea 
at  the  irrigation  centre.  In-patient  days  totalled  350,  as  contrasted  with 
443  during  the  previous  year.  During  1926,  23  cases  were  discharged 
after  completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  as  contrasted  with'  190 
during  1924. 


The  table  below  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  cases  jiresenting 
themselves  for  treatment  since  the  establishment  of  the  clinic;  as 
explained  last  year,  however,  the  figures  for  1925  and  1926  being  com- 
piled on  a somewlrat  different  basis,  the  results  are  not  strictly  compar- 
able. 


BOOTLE  VENEREAL 

1919.  19-20. 

New  Cases  (total)  ...  ..  597  495 

New  Cases  (syphilis)  ...  245  225 

Total  attendances  (excluding 

Irrigation  Depart nient)  ...  4827  5099 

Irrigation  Department  atten- 
dances   — — 

In-patient  Days  502  309 

No.  discharged  after  comple- 
tion of  observation  and 

treatment  177  217 


DISEASES  CLINIC. 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

19-26. 

400 

367 

3(30 

410 

324 

340 

200 

183 

186 

160 

92 

102 

4448 

4070 

3955 

46'38 

4230 

5331 

785 

976 

838 

1046 

2390 

1673 

335 

487 

289 

751 

443 

350 

142 

136 

144 

190 

190 

23 

An  examination  of  the  cases  discontinuing  attendance  before  the 
condition  had  been  with  certainty  rendered  non-infections  shows  that 
69  ceased  attendance  before  completion  of  treatment,  and  that  49 
ceased  attendance  after  completion  of  treatment  but  before  final  tests 
as  to  cure;  these  figures  are  an  iupirovement  on  the  previous  year’s 
experience,  but  the  inference  from  the  former  is  that  one  patient  in 
six  remained  a source  of  potential  danger  to  live  public  health. 
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Bootle  residents  accounted  for  one  half  of  the  cases  under  treatment 
at  the  Borough  Hospital  Centre,  the  Authorities  eoiilrihuting  the  next 
largest  number  of  cases  being  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ;md  J^iver- 
pool,  which  together  made  up  a total  of  one-third. 

Educational  propaganda  work  was  ccutinued  tlu'oughout  the,  year 
by  the  Merseyside  Boroughs  Venereal  Diseases  Education  Committee, 
consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Jlealth  Committees  of  the  four 
INIersevside  Boroughs  with  their  respective  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
Under  the  auspices  of  this  organisation  films  were  exhibited  and 
addresses  were  given  at  various  centres  by  medical  and  other  speakers, 
the  meetings  during  Health  Week  being  particularly  well  attended. 

Cost. — The  total  approximate  expenditure  on  the  prtwention,  diag- 
nosis, and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  during  the  financial  year 
1926-27  was  £1,685,  and  it  is  estimated  that  during  1927-28  the  cost  will 
be  £1,798;  75  jier  cent,  of  these  sums  will  be  recoverable  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

VII.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midicivcs  Acts,  1902-1918. — The  number  of  midwives  on  the  local 
roll  is  25,  as  against  28  in  the  preceding  year;  7 others,  resident  outside 
the  district,  have  given  notice  of  their  intention  to  practise  in  the 
borough;  all  are  trained.  To  the  above  figures  may  be  added  seven 
midwives  practising  in  local  ^Maternity  Homes. 

Begulations  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  require  medical  help 
to  be  sought  by  the  midwife  in  all  cases  of  illness  of  the  patient,  or  the 
child,  or  of  any  abnormality  occurring  during  pregnancy,  labour,  or  lying- 
in,  and  304  records  of  sending  for  medical  help  were  received.  Thirteen 
of  the  calls' were  on  account  of  abirormalities  during  pregnancy,  222 
during  labour,  23  during  the  puerperal  period,  and  46  for  conditions 
affecting  the  child. 

Under  the  1918  Act  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  is  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  fees  to  doctors  called  in  by  midwives,  and  with  the 
continuance  of  unemployment  in  the  town  the  number  of  such  accounts 
received,  in  respect  of  cases  where  the  doctor  himself  was  unahle  to 
recover  the  fee,  remained  high;  164  accounts,  totalling  £255  7s.  Od., 
were  sent  in,  as  compared  with  182  accounts,  totalling  £256  12s.  Ud., 
in  1925.  In  respect  of  this  sum,  the  contributions  to  be  recovered  from 
the  patients  were  assessed  at  £57  9s.  .3d. 
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Mnltrivcs  and  Malcrnilij  llontCH  .\cl,  1920 — Tlu-  Midwives  and 
Maternity  iloines  Act,  J920,  makes  it  an  offence  for  any  person  to 
carry  on  a Maternity  Home  unless  that  person  is  registered  in  respect 
of  that  Home,  and  np  to  the  end  of  the  year  nine  applications  from  certi- 
licd  midwives  for  such  registration  had  been  received  and  recommended. 
The  klodel  f^ye-laws  in  connection  with  the  conduct  of  Maternity 
Homes  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Ifcalth  have  been  approved  by  the 
Council  for  adoption. 


Payment  of  Midicivcs’  Ifcrs — As  from  1st  April,  1922,  the  Council 
took  over  from  the  Health  Society  the  responsibility  for  the  payment 
of  midwives’  fees  in  approved  necessitous  cases.  Applications  in  respect 
of  this  service  are  considered  with  full  information  as  to'  the  family 
income  and  outgoings,  and  are  granted  only  on  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  applicant  is  not  entitled  to  matei'nity  benefit  under  the  National 
Insurance  Acts.  During  the  year  10  applications  were  received  and 
nine  were  granted. 


Public  Plealth  [Notification  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 
Pyrexia)  Beyviations,  1926 — These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st 
October,  1926,  and  were  issued  because  past  experience  showed  that 
puerperal  fever  is  ill-defined  and  had  been  incompletely  notified,  and  it 
is  hoped  by  requiring  a notification  of  all  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
(defined  as  a febrile  condition  occurring  in  a.  woman  within  21  days 
after  child  birth  or  miscarriage,  in  which  a temperature  of  100‘4°  has 
been  sustained  during  a period  of  24  hours  or  has  recurred  during  that 
period),  to  secure  adequate  treatment  in  the  early  stages  of  puerperal 
infection.  In  conjunction  with  the  more  complete  notification  the  forms 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Ifeaith  allow  the  notifying  practitioner  to 
call  for  the  provision  of  trained  nurses,  for  hospital  treatment,  for  a 
second  opinion  on  the  case,  or  for  bacteriological  examination.  It  was 
accordingly  decided  to  make  minor  improvements  in  a ward  of  one 
])avilion  at  Linacre  Isolation  Hospital  to  accommodate  cases  of  puer- 
peral infection,  and  to  retain  the  services  of  the  Consulting  Obstetrical 
Physician  to  the  klaternity  Home  in  cases  in  which  a Second  opinion 
was  asked  for;  arrangements  for  bacteriological  examination  of  sus- 
])ccted  material  were  already  in  force,  as  alsci  was  the  provision  of 
trained  nurses  from  the  local  District  Nursing  Association. 
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Puerperal  Infection  and  Mortality. — Six  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
and  three  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  and  no  deaths  from 
either  cause  were  registered.  In  five  of  the  puerperal  fever  cases 
delivery  had  been  completed  by  the  midwife  in  attendance  and  in 
one  instance  by  a medical  practitioner.  Two  cases  of  death  during 
pregnancy  or  partui’ition  occurred,  the  causes  of  death  being  regis- 
tered respectively  as  (1)  Septic  pneumonia  following  miscarriage; 
and  (2)  Hydatidiform  mole,  collapse. 

The  two  deaths  thus  resulting  from  or  in  connection  with  child- 
birth gave  a rate  of  one  maternal  death  for  every  933  births,  compared 
with  one  for  every  389  in  1925,  and  one  for  every  194  in  1924. 

Milk  Assistance  Scheme  .—The  Ccamcirs  Milk  Assistance  Scheme, 
under  which  dried  milk  is  granted  on  the  Clinic  Medical  Officer's  recom- 
mendation to  infants,  and  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  in  neces- 
sitous cases  falling  within  a certain  income  scale,  continued  in  force; 
it  was  Supplemented  to  some  extent  by  similar  grants  from  the  Bootle 
Health  Society  to  necessitous  cases  which  the  Municipal  Scheme  was 
unable  to  help.  In  all,  milk  to  the  value  of  £329  11s.  9d.  was  granted 
by  the  Council  to  infants  under  12  months,  of  age  and  to  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers,  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer,  as  compared 
with  £332  17s.  6d.  during  1925.  The  allocation  of  £350  for  this  purpose 
is  equivalent  to  a continuous  grant  of  one  pound  of  dried  milk  weekly 
to  about  90  of  the  1,800  babies  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — The  very  gratifying  progress  recorded  in  the 
last  four  Annual  Eeports  in  connection  with  this  Branch  of  Maternity 
Welfare  work  has  been  maintained  during  the  year  under  review.  In 
1920  the  number  of  new  cases  presenting  themselves  for  examination 
and  advice  was  180,  or  8 per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  births,  while 
during  1926  the  number  of  new  cases  was  462  or  25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births;  in  other  words  one  expectant  mother  in  every  four 
attended  for  consulfation,  thus  placing  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  of  the 
town  on  the  same  relative  footing  of  public  appreciation  as  the  Infant 
Consultations  in  1919. 

All  women  in  their  first  pregnancy,  all  who  have  had  previous  mis- 
carriages or  difficult  labours,  and  expectant  mothers  suffering  from  any 
abnormality  during  pregnancy  should  seek  skilled  medical  advice  with 
a view  to  the  appropriate  treatment  being  obtained  befor-e  an  emergency 
has  arisen. 
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Dental  Treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. — The  work 
has  been  in  the  nature  of  extractions,  fillings,  and  the  supply  of  arti- 
ficial teeth  and  during  the  year  29  cases  were  treated,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  T36  5s.  Od.,  of  which  the  patients’  contributions  were  assessed 
at  £15  7s.  6d.  beven  cases  were  carried  forward  to  1927. 

Maternity  Home. — During  the  year  183  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Home,  the  average  duration  of  stay  being  14' 1 days; 
the  admissions  in  1925  numbered  128,  and  during  1924  they  were  114. 
Sixteen  cases  were  admitted  for  ante-natal  treatment,  132  cases  were 
delivered  by  the  nursing  staff,  and  35  cases  were  delivered  by  doctors. 
Medical  assistance  was  called  by  the  Matron  on  one  occasion  for  an 
ante-natal  condition,  on  twelve  occasions  during  labour,  thirteen  times 
for  conditions  after  labour,  including  eleven  cases  of  ruptured  peri- 
neum, and  twice  on  account  of  debility  of  the  infant. 

The  medical  or  obstetric  indications  for  admission  included:  — 


Disproportion  between  pelvis  and  foetal  head  ...  5 

Aute-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Previous  post-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  1 


There  were  no  casis  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  or  ^Jemphigus. 
All  the  patients  but  two  left  the  institulion  with  their  babies  being 
breast-fed,  the  exceptions  being  cases  of  debility  of  the  mother. 


Only  on  one  occasion  did  the  temperature  rise  above  100'4°  for 
24  hours  with  rise  of  pulse  rate,  the  cause  in  this  instance  being 
mastitis.  There  were  no  maternal  death-s;  there  were  12  foetal  deaths 
(still-born  or  within  ten  days  of  birth),  eight  in  which  the  child  was 
still-born  and  four  in  which  the  infant  died  from  debility  or  congenital 
defects. 


The  approximate  gross  cost  of  the  Home  in  the  twelve  months 
ended  3l6t  March,  1927,  is  estimated  to  be  £1,650,  and  the  net  cost  to 
the  rates  (after  deducting  patients’  contributions,  etc.,  of  approxi- 
mately £475  and  Exchequer  grant)  to  be  £587. 
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INFANT  WELFAEE. 

Nutificaiioii  of  Births  Acts. — The  number  of  births  notified  under 
these  Acts  was  1,640  or  89'0  per  cent,  of  those  registered;  1,591  noti- 
fications were  received  from  midwives,  and  49  from  doctors ; 179  noti- 
fications of  live-birth  and  4 of  still-birth  were  also  received  of  births  to 
parents  who  normally  resided  elsewhere. 

The  babies  were  visited  shortly  after  birth  by  the  Infant  Welfare 
Visitors,  unless  it  was  considered  that  suitable  advice  could  be  obtained 
from  other  sources.  A summary  of  the  work  of  the  Infant  Welfare 
Visitors  is  given  on  page  65. 

Births  Registered. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district 
was  1,958,  from  which  238  are  to  be  deducted  as  born  in  Bootle  to 
residents  of  other  districts,  and  to  which  are  to  be  added  145  births 
to  Bootle  parents  temporarily  out  of  the  town;  the  corrected  figure  is 
therefore  1,865.  Of  the  number  registered  25  were  illegitimate. 


Still-births. — Still-births  numbe.red  63,  as  compared  with  47  during 
1925,  and  53  dui'ing  1924.  As  full  an  investigation  as  possible  has 
been  obtained  in  respect  of  each  such  case,  and  9 of  the  foetuses  were 
forwarded  for  pathological  examination. 

Infant  Deaths. — There  were  187  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of 
twelve  months,  which,  expressed  as  a rate  per  1,000  births,  gives  an 
infant  mortality  rate  of  100,  compared  with  97  during  1925,  99  during 
1924,  and  an  average  of  97  in  the  decennium  1916-1925. 


The  trend  of  infant  mortality  in  recent  years  is  set  out  in  the 
table  below:  — 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


Years. 

1901-05 

1906-10 

1911-15 

1916-20 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 


Bootle. 

166 

England  and  Wales. 

138 

130 

117 

133 

no 

103 

91 

96 

83 

80 

77 

85 

69 

99 

75 

97 

75 

100 

70 

40 


There  was  less  difference  in  the  incidence  of  infant  deaths  in  the 
various  wards  than  in  previous  years,  the  approximate  rates  varying 
from  132  in  Mersey,  120  in  Knowsley,  94  in  Derby,  down  to  86  in 
Jhnacre,  83  in  Stanley,  and  60  in  Orrell. 

The  rate  of  infantile  mortality  amongst  legitimate  infants  was  96 
per  1,000  births,  and  amongst  the  illegitimate  it  was  400.  The  more 
important  of  the  causes  of  death,  which  are  given  in  detail  on  page  55, 
were  prematurity  42,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  45,  atrophy,  debility, 
and  marasmus  22,  and  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  23. 


Neo-Natal  Mortality. — Fifty-one  children  died  before  they  were 
a week  old,  and  a total  of  72,  or  39  per  cent.,  of  all  the  deaths  under 
one  year  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  month.  This  is  a 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  38'6  per  1,000  births,  and,  as  the  table  below 
shows,  represents  a stationary  condition  of  affairs  over  the  last  twenty- 
five  years : — 


Dkath-Eates  per  1,000  Births,  of  Infants  under  Four  Weeks. 


Y ear 

Deaths  ])er 
1000  Births 

i 

Year 

lleaths  per 
1000  Births 

Year 

Deaths  per 
1000  Biiths 

Year 

Deaths  per 
1000  Births 

1906 

87-3 

1911 

49T 

1916 

29-4 

1921 

363 

1907 

3G-9 

1912 

40-4 

1917 

29-4 

1922 

31-7 

1908 

37-2 

1913 

40-6 

i 1918 

31-5 

1923 

350 

1909 

30-5 

1914 

34-4 

1919 

35'5 

1924 

340 

1910 

43'2 

1915 

31-7 

1920 

35-8 

1925 

34-0 

Quinquennial 

Quinquennial 

Quinquennial 

Quinquennial 

Average  = 37'0 

Average  = 39‘2 

Average  = 32’5 

Average  = 34'2 

Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  N eonatorum)  Regulations,  1926 — These 
Rc'gulations  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1926,  and  revised  the 
1914  Regulations  by  placing  the  duty  of  notifying  a case  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  solely  on  the  medical  practitioner  in  attendance.  Mid- 
wives,  however,  are  still  required  by  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
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Board  (1)  to  summon  medical  assistance  in  all  cases,  however  slight, 
of  inflammation  of,  or  discharge  from,  the.  eyes  of  a child,  and  (2)  to 
send  a notice  immediately  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  that  such 
assistance  has  been  sought.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  order  that  nothing  should  be  done  that  would 
be  likely  to  deter  the  midwife  from  promptly  seeking  medical  aid  in 
these  cases,  the  Council  have  decided  in  future  to  take  no  action  to 
recover  fees  paid  by  them  to  medical  practitioners  answering  such 
calls. 

Twenty-one  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  37 
in  1925,  34  in  1924,  and  31  in  1923,  the  rates  per  1,000  births  being 
11-3  for  1926,  19’0  for  1925,  and  17‘5  for  1924.  The  disposal  ol  the 
cases  and  the  results  are  shown  in  the  table  below  — • 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Im- 

paired. 

Left 

the 

Di.strict. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

ri.  . 

1 reated. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

21 

20 

1 

20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Health  Visiting  Staff. — Six  officers  devote  themselves  to  the  work 
of  health  visiting,  two  of  them,  however,  giving  half  their  time  to  tuber- 
culosis visiting,  and  a third  one-quarter  of  her  time  to  the  School 
Medical  Service;  the  establishment  is,  therefore,  equivalent  to  4f  whole- 
time visitors.  Unfortunately  one  of  the  whole-time  Infant  Welfare 
Visitors  was  absent  owing  to  Sickness  for  nine  months  of  the  year,  and 
the  statement  of  work  done  given  in  Appendix  10  on  page  65  shows 
a proportionate  reduction  in  all  branches  of  Ihe  work  when  comi)ared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  reduction  is  regrettable,  as  considerabk' 
importance  is  attached  to  the  value  of  the  advice  given  by  these  trained 
health  workers  in  the  home  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  on 
points  exercising  their  minds  from  time  to  time.  As  it  was,  the  staff 
available  allowed  on  the  average  of  the  payment  of  only  three  visits 
to  each  infant  under  one  year,  three  visits  each  to  infants  in  their 
second  year,  and  less  than  one  visit  to  each  child  between  the  ages  of 
two  and  five  years.  In  all,  15,960  visits  were  paid,  as  conq^arod  with 
17,920  during  1925. 
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Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — As  was  noted  in  the  last  Annual  Report 
an  additional  weekly  consultation  was  established  in  October,  1925, 
making  tour  consultations  weekly  at  the  three  Centres  maintained  by 
the  Bootle  Health  Society,  and  this  addition  had  the  expected  result 
of  adding  to  the.  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the  sub-divided  Clinic,  and 
of  leading  to  an  increase  in  the  numbers  attending. 

Tire  number  of  new  infants  presented  for  examination  and  advice 
during  the  year  was  930,  as  compared  with  869  during  1925  and  957 
in  1924 ; the  total  attendances  throughout  the  year  were  the  largest  yet 
recorded,  and  showed  an  increase  to  17,080  from  the  14,539  registered 
in  1925  and  16,484  registered  in  1924.  The  average  attendance  at  each 
meeting  was  118  at  St.  Matthew’s  Hail,  87  at  the  Marsh  Lane  Clinic, 
87  at  the  old  weekly  consultation  at  the  School  Medical  Offices,  and  45 
at  the  newly  established  consultation  in  that  building. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  ffnancial  year  1927-28 
will  see  the  largest  of  these  Clinics,  viz.,  that  at  St.  Matthew’s  Hall, 
sub-divided  by  the  holding  of  an  additional  weekly  session. 

The  Seiving  Classes  held  in  connection  with  the  Balliol  Road  and 
Marsh  Jjane  Clinics  continued  their  excellent  work  in  giving  instruction 
and  help  in  the  making  up  of  infants  clothing.  As  has  been  said  before, 
a large  extension  of  this  work  is  desirable,  as  inculcating  self-help  in 
a direction  likely  to  lead  to  improvement  of  the  health  and  comfort  of 
infants  and  young  children. 

Cost. — The  estimated  net  cost  of  all  the  above  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services  during  the  financial  year  1926-27  was  £3,669;  the  es- 
timated net  expenditure  during  1927-28  is  £3,834;  50  per  cent,  of  these 
sums  will  be  recoverable  in  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Bootle  [Icalth  Societij. — Cratitude  is  again  expressed  to  this  volun- 
tary Society  for  its  helpful  co-operation  with  the  Health  Department  in 
the  work  of  promoting  maternity  and  child  welfare.  The  Health  Society 
supplies  the  non-profeSsional  workers  at  each  of  the  six  clinics  held 
weekly  throughout  the  year;  is  entirely  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
the  Sewing  Classes;  and  helps  necessitous  cases  by  the  loan  of  mater- 
nity bags,  the  provision  of  fireguards,  and  by  the  gift  of  dried  milk  in 
cases  nut  eligible  under  the  Council’s  milk  assistance  scheme. 
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YIII.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

Efforts  to  promote  the  common  health  by  enlisting  the  help  of  the 
individual  and  inducing  him  to  follow  the  simple  rules  of  healthy  living 
in  order  to  promote  his  own  personal  health  and  fitness  were  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Under  the  auspices  of  tlie  IMerseyside  Boroughs 
Health  Education  Committee  addresses  were  given  at  intervals  to  vari- 
ous social  and  educational  organisations,  and  advantage  was  taken  of 
the  valuable  help  afforded  from  time  to  time  by  the  local  press  in  ac- 
cepting articles  dealing  with  some  aspect  of  health  having  topical 
interest. 

The  principal  educational  activity  of  the  year,  Iwwever,  was  the 
participation  in  “Health  Week’’  on  somewhat  different  lines  from  those 
followed  on  a previous  occasion  in  1922.  A special  lecturer,  having  at 
his  disposal  public  health  films  and  an  experienced  cinematograph 
operator,  was  engaged  from  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  and  a 
very  successful  series  of  public  meetings  was  held  in  the  week  com- 
mencing 8th  March.  The  subjects  dealt  with  by  addresses  and  films 
were  as  varied  as  possible,  and  included  Ante-Natal  Welfare,  Infant 
Welfare,  Venereal  Disease,  the  Care  of  the  Teeth,  the  House-fly,  Milk, 
and  Tuberculosis.  A large  mass  of  leaflets  dealing  with  these  and 
similar  health  matters  was  distributed  at  each  meeting. 

(a)  The  evening  meetings  in  the  Town  Hall  received  increasing 
support  with  estimated  attendances  of  350,  500,  1,100  and  1,100  re- 
spectively; the  Wednesday  afternoon  meeting,  for  women  only,  was 
even  more  packed,  both  the  body  of  the  hall  and  the  gallery  being  com- 
pletely filled  and  a number  of  the  audience  having  to  stand — an  esti- 
mated attendance  of  1,200. 

(b)  Dinner-hour  meetings  were  held  at  Harland  &.  Wolff’s  works 
on  Monday,  and  the  Gas  Works,  Litherland  Road,  on  Tuesday,  but  for 
various  reasons  the  attendances  were  low — 80  and  30  respectively. 
These  dinner-honr  meetings  were  transferred  to  the  open-air  at  the 
junction  of  Regent  Road  and  Strand  Road  on  Wednesday,  and  on  the 
first  day  an  attendance  of  600  was  recorded,  and  the  lecturer  was  re- 
quester! to  commence  ten  minutes  earlier  on  the  following  days  and  to 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  questions;  the  Thursday  and  Friday  audiences 
again  numbered  approximately  600. 
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(c)  Short  addresses  were  given  on  three  afternoons  to  the  mothers 
in  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  were  beard  by  ap- 
proximately 200  women. 


(d)  As  regards  the  children,  some  5,000  of  the  older  scholars  of  the 
elementary  schools  received  a short  address  and  saw  health  films,  those 
frozn  the  South  half  of  the  Borough  attending  the  Town  Hall  and  the 
remainder  attending  the  Gainsborough  Picture  House,  on  four  evenings. 


The  “Health  Week’’  concluded  with  two  meetings  on  Sunday, 
14th  March,  at  the  Gainsborough  Picture  House,  one  in  the  afternoon 
for  men  only,  and  an  evening  meeting  adapted  for  a mixed  adult 
audience.  The  afternoon  meeting  was  attended  by  900  men,  while  in 
the  evening  the  hall  was  filled  to  overflowing  some  time  before  the  ad- 
vertised time  of  commencement,  with  an  estimated  attendance  of  1,800. 
In  all  it  may  be  confidently  stated  that  this  series  of  public  meetings, 
] attended  by  about  5,000  children  and  9,000  adidts,  having  as  its  object 

f the  stimulation  of  public  interest  in  health  and  getting  the  public  to 

realise  that  the  maintenance  of  health  is  a partnership  function  in 
which  both  the  Local  Authority  and  the  individual  have  equally  im- 
portant duties,  was  a striking  Success  as  measured  both  by  the  very 
large  attendances  and  by  the  interest  shown  by  the  audiences. 


In  conjunction  with  such  mass  instruction,  and  undoubtedly  helped 
by  it,  individual  instruction  in  the  home  has  been  continued  through- 
out the  year  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The  visits  paid  by  these  officers, 
although  necessarily  in  part  devoted  to  formal  enquiries,  are  in  the 
main  meant  to  afford  opportunities  for  trained  public  health  workers 
to  give,  individual  members  of  the  public  help  and  information  on  points 
exercising  their  minds  at  the  time;  advice  is  thus  given  on  the  feeding 
or  clothing  of  the  infant,  its  nursing  in  minor  infectious  disease,  the 
safeguarding  of  the  family  against  infection  with  tuberculosis,  the  care 
of  the  expectant  mother,  and  the  reassurance  of  the  relatives  of  people 
who  have  succumbed  to  cancer.  Advice  on  these  points  is  supplemented 
in  several  cases  by  the  giving  of  leaflets,  the  form  of  which  is  varied 
from  time  to  time. 
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IX.  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  NursiiKj  in  the  Home. — The  services  of  the  Bootle 
District  Nurses’  Association  are  available  for  the  nursing  in  their  own 
homes  of  patients  suffering  from  puerperal  fever,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  pneumonia,  and 
poliomyelitis;  information  as  to  cases  requiring  suclr  attention  is  de- 
rived from  the  health  visiting  staff,  and  the  financial  arrangements  with 
the  Association  provide  for  payment  by  the  Council  of  an  annual 
retaining  fee  of  £35,  together  with  a charge  of  8d.  pe.r  visit  in  approved 
eases.  The  classification  of  such  work  by  the  District  Nurses’  Associa- 


tion  follows;  — 

Carried 

Under  treat- 

over 

New 

Total 

meut  at  end 

from  1925. 

Cases. 

Total. 

Visits. 

Died. 

Improved,  of  1926. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

4 

51 

55 

1107 

2 

51 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

10 

12 

180 

5 

6 

1 

Diarrhoea 

...  

19 

19 

363 

1 

18 



Worms  

1 

8 

9 

84 

— 

9 



Other  Diseases 

— 

5 

5 

73 

1 

4 

— 

Totals 

7 

93 

100 

1807 

9 

88 

3 

■ 

— 

Midiuives. — Thirty-nine  midwives  signified  their  intention  to  prac- 
tise within  the  district  during  the  year  commencing  1st  January,  1926. 
Apart  from  the  Staff  of  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  there  is  no 
direct  employment  of  or  subsidy  to  practising  midwives,  although  since 
1st  April,  1922,  responsibility  has  been  accepted  for  the  payment  of 
the  midwife’s  fee  in  such  cases  as  are  sanctioned  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Sub-Committee  after  consideration  of  the  patient’s  in- 
come, size  of  family,  etc. 

Clinics,  Treatvient  Centres,  and  Hospitals . — The  various  clinics  in 
connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Venereal  Diseases, 
Tuberculosis,  and  the  School  Medical  Service  remain  as  described  in 
the  last  Annual  Keport.  ’I’he  same  remark  applies  to  the  hospitals 
provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  hospital  in 
one  or  other  of  the  two  motor  ambulances  belonging  to  the  Authority; 
the  older  vehicle,  which  had  been  purchased  second-hand  in  1918,  ceased 
to  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  in  June,  when  a new  motor 
aml)ulance  was  purchased.  Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  dealt 
with  by  two  ambulances  belonging  to  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital, 
driven  under  arrangements  .by  members  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 
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X.  HOUSING. 

Housing  and  ike  Public  Health.  — TLu  iuipurLance  of  adequate 
housing  in  the  maintenance,  of  a decent  standard  of  public  health,  is 
fundamental,  and  insufficient  or  unsuitable  housing  accommodation  will 
tend  to  stultify  other  health  efforts  made  on  behalf  of  the  average 
person.  A warning  must,  however,  be  entered  against  a tendency  to 
use  unsatisfactory  housing  as  a sufficient  explanation  of  all  our  health 
evils,  in  the  production  of  which  many  and  various  factors  play  their 
part. 


Consider  in  this  connection  that  at  the  census  of  1911,  there  were 
5'63  persons  per  inhabited  building  in  Bootle,  and  the  annual  death- 
rate  was  18'3  per  1,000;  in  spite,  however,  of  the  number  of  persons  per 
house  being  tbe  same  at  the  1921  census,  the  death-rate  had  by  then 
fallen  to  13'0.  Or  take  the  (civil)  national  death-rate  during  the  war 
period,  which  for  the  five  years  1914-19  was  15'1;  and  remember  that 
those  years  were  characterised  in  their  later  stages  at  any  rate  by  a 
restriction  of  desirable  elements  in  the  national  dietary ; and  contrast 
that  death-rate  of  15’1  with  the  12'2  per  1,000  for  the  five  years  1920-24, 
during  the  first  part  of  which  period  money  and  food  were  relatively 
plentiful,  but  overcrowding  was  increased  by  the  return  of  several  mil- 
lion demobilised  service  men. 


Or,  again,  lake  the  specific  disease  tuberculosis,  a disease  wbicb 
is  tbe  2Droduct  of  two  sets  of  circumstances — an  adequate  dosage  of 
infection  and  conditions  favouring  or  impeding  tbe  successful  invasion 
of  the  disease.  At  all  ages  from  25  years  onwards  the  Registrar- 
General  shows  that  the  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  higher 
for  males  than  for  females,  which  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  men  are 
exposed  to  infection,  or  inimical  influences  which  bring  infection  into 
dangerous  activity,  to  a mucb  greater  e'xtent  than  are  women.  Tf  un- 
suitable bousing  is  tbe  sole,  or  even  the  main,  adverse  influence,  the 
reverse  sex  incidence  should  obtain,  owing  to  the  longer  hours  spent 
by  the  housewife  in  the  home;  and  the  excess  in  males  can  accord- 
ingly only  be  regarded  as  evidence  that  the  more  important  sources  of 
danger  arc  not  domestic,  but  industrial,  through  place  or  nature  of 
occu])ation,  and  convivial,  through  resort  to  a public  house,  both  of 
which  dangers  women  commonly  escape.  . 


Housing  Progress  during  192(3. — During  1926  seventy-four  houses 
were  erected  under  the  municipal  housing  scheme,  while  three  houses 
were  deniolishe.d  in  Mersey  Ward  and  one  in  Orrell  Ward.  Work  has 
also  been  commenced  on  the  construction  of  further  150  houses,  and 
provision  has  been  made  in  the  estimates  for  the  erection  of  additional 
50  houses  during  the  financial  year  1927-28.  At  81st  December,  1926, 
the  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  was  13,901. 

The  following  tabular  statement  show.s  what  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  Council’s  housing  schemes:  — 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  1920  ...  26 

1921  ...  76 

1922  ...  200 

1923  ...  Nil. 

1924  ...  3 

1925  ...  98 

1926  ...  74 

-r  ■ 

The  Need  for  New  Houses. — It  is  opportune  at  this  Stage  to  con- 
sider an  estimate  of  the  further  need  for  new  houses  in  Bootle,  and 
in  attempting  this  one  finds  several  alternative  methods  of  framing  the 
estimate,  all  of  which  give  different  answers,  of  which  none  can  be 
accepted  with  certainty  as  being  correct.  But  there  need  be  no  per- 
turbation at  this  inability  to  give  a precise  answer  to  what  is  at  the 
present  stage  an  academic  question,  for  all  methods  indicate  an  existing 
need  at  least  equal  to  the  number  which  it  has  been  found  possible  to 
supply  during  the  last  seven  years,  and  it  seems  cle.ar  that  the  provision 
already  made  may  be  repeated,  with  the  knowledge  that  the  needs  then 
remaining  will  be  not  only  smaller  but  easier  to  gauge. 
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In  the  first  place  the  census  of  1901  showed  that  there  were  in 
Bootle  11,043  buildings  used  as  dwellings,  of  which  623  were  uninhabi- 
ted at  the  date  of  the  enumeration ; these  dwellings  were  occupied  by 
11,625  private  families,  leaving  1,205  such  families,  or  10'6  per  cent,  of 
the  whole,  without  separate  dwellings.  At  the  1911  census  the  build- 
ings used  as  dwellings  had  increased  to  13,413,  of  which  1,011  were 
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rctumed  as  uninhabited  at  the  daU'  of  the  enumeration;  those  dwell- 
ings were  occupied  by  13,873  private  families,  leaving  1,471,  or  again  10‘6 
per  cent.,  such  families  without  separate  dwellings.  At  the  1921  census 
enumeration  the  wording  of  the  headings  was  slightly  modified,  and 
for  the  first  time  the  expression  “structurally  separate  dwelling’’  came 
into  use.  This  need  not  invalidate,  however,  the  comparative  use  of 
the  figures,  which  showed  that  13,520  structurally  separate  dwellings 
existed,  of  which  200  only  were  uninhabited  at  the  date  of  enumera- 
tion, and  that  those  dwellings  were  occupied  by  15,650  private  families, 
leaving  2,130  or  13'6  per  cent,  such  families  without  separate  dwellings. 


These  figures  hawe  been  submitted  as  having  a very  important 
bearing  on  the  statement  correctly  made  that  a proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation have  always  either  prefe.rred,  or  been  compelled  from  economic 
reasons,  to  share  houses  with  other  families.  Those  who  do  this  from 
preference  include  the  newly-married  couple,  the  elderly  couple  whose 
family  has  left  them,  and  the  family  in  which  the  seafaring  occupation 
of  the  husband  takes  him  away  from  home  for  long  periods;  those 
who  do  this  from  compulsion  will  be  proportionately  more  numerous 
in  towns  like  Bootle,  where  reliance  for  the  support  of  life  has  to  be 
placed  by  so  many  of  the  population  on  the  returns  from  casu.d  labour. 
Acce])ting  this  ])Osition  without  prejudice,  it  has  been  shown  above 
that  (he  censuses  of  1901  and  1911,  when  there  were  a large  number 
of  empty  houses  in  Bootle,  gave  10'6  per  cent,  of  the  families  in  the 
^ town  as  sharing  houses;  but  in  1921,  when  the  number  of  empty 
houses  was  negligible,  this  proportio)i  had  risen  to  13'6  per  cent,  without 
I any  evidence  being  available  that  the  constitution  of  the  population  had 
altererl,  and  it  is,  probably,  a Safe  inference  that  those  additional  3 
per  cent,  shared  houses  unwillingly,  and  were  prospective  tenants  of 
new  houses  if  such  had  been  available. 

I’lve  enumerated  poi)ulation  of  Bootle  at  the  census  of  1901  was 
60,325,  at  1911  it  was  69,876,  and  at  1921  it  was  76,487,  but  now  one 
has  to  leave  the  region  of  official  enumeration  and  rely  on  estimates  of 
population  framed  by  the  Eegistrar-General  from  information  as  to 
the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  locally  in  each  area,  and  as  to  the 
difference  between  immigration  and  emigration  for  the  country  gener- 
ally. At  mid-year  1926  this  figure  was  estimated  to  be  84,580.  As  was 
stated  on  page  8 the  accuracy  of  this  last  figure  is  open  to  question, 
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and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a safe  judgment  of  the  need 
for  new  houses,  the  next  calculation  is  based  on  the  view  that  the 
Kegistrar-Gcneral  has  over-estimated  the  local  population  which  we 
will  assume  for  this  purpose  to  be  approximately  82,000  (v.  page  0). 

Special 

Census  Enumerations.  Estimate 


1901. 

Population  ...  ...  60,325 

Persons  per  inhabited  dwell- 
ing ...  ...  ...  ’ 5.78 

Buildings  used  as  dwellings — 

Inhabited  10,420 

Uninhabited  623 


Total  ...  11,043 

Private  families  ...  ...  11,625 

Families  without  separate 
dwelling — 

Number  ...  ...  1,225 

Percentage  ...  10.6 


1911.  19-21.  1926. 


69,876 

76,487 

82,000 

5.63 

5.64 

— 

12,402 

1,011 

13,320 

200 



13,413 

13,873 

13,520 

1 5 , 650 

13,901 

17,083 

1,471 

10.6 

2,130 

13.6 

3,181 

18.6 

Working  now  on  this  82,000  population,  which  on  the  census 
experience  of  4‘8  persons  per  family,  is  equivalent  to  17,083  private 
families,  we  find  that  there  are  now  3,181,  or  18'6  per  cent.,  of  the 
families  in  Bootle  without  a separate  dwelling.  Tjeaving  10'6  per  cent,  of 
the  population  to  live  in  shared  houses,  as  was  their  custom  in  1001  and 
1911,  and  allowing  for  new  houses  erected  up  to  the  end  of  1926,  we 
arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  still  remaining  need  of  1,371  new  houses. 
t)f  course,  if  the  Picgistrar-General’s  population  estimate  is  correct, 
then  this  figure  will  be  largely  increased,  but,  as  was  suggested  in  the 
last  Annual  Report,  there  is  no  urgent  necessity  to  pin  oneself  down 
to  a precise  estimate  of  need,  and  it  seems  sufficient  to  say,  as  was 
then  remarked,  that  all  are  agreed  that  the  new  housing  provision  made 
during  the  last  seven  years  can  be  repeated  without  risk  of  over- 
building. 
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It  need  hardly  be  re-stated  that  the  above  estimate  of  the  need 
of  1,371  new  houses  is  academic,  and  that  the  extent  to  which  it  is 
accepted  as  a basis  for  action  will  be  determined  by  judgments  as  to 
the  permanency  of  the  population  growth,  which  in  turn  will  be  in- 
fluenced by  local  conditions  of  trade  and  employment. 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regnlations,  1910. — The  pro- 
gramme of  routine  inspection  of  working  class  property  outlined  in 
the  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1919 
was  completed  during  1924,  and  since  then  the  course  has  been  adopted 
of  carrying  out  routine  inspections  of  similar  types  of  property  and  of 
dealing  with  defects  so'  found  by  means  of  the  nuisance  clauses  of  the 
Public  Health  Acts  rather  than  under  the  Housing  Acts.  On  this  plan 
3,016  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  necessary  action  has  been  taken 
during  the  year. 


A statistical  summary  of  information  concerning  the  action  taken 
with  reference  to  housing  conditions  follows:  — 
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1. 


UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-liouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  


(■2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected,  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Eegulations,  1910 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  

HI.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(а)  by  owners  

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(3)  Nnmber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 

(а)  by  owners  

(б)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  

C.  Proceedings  under  section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli- 
tion Orders  


3016 


2913 


2039 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


843 

758 

21 


Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1926  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  etc. :— Corporation  Hospital,  Linacte  Lam;,  Bootle;  Bootle  Sanatorium,  Maghull. 
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Appendix  3. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1926. 


Causes  ok  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  sob.ioined  ages  of 
"Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
WITHOUT  the  District. 

OR 

Totai.  Deaths 

WHETHER  OF 
‘‘  Kesidents  ” OR 
‘ Non-Rf.sidrkts’ 
IN  Institutions 

IN  THE  DISTEICT 

All  ages. 

Umler  1 

year. 

a;  . 

P bs 

P p 

<Xf 

2 aud  uuder 

5 years. 

5 and  uuder 

15  years. 

^ to 

P ^ 
S ® 
>1 

.1  “ 
z 5 

(M 

45  & under 

H5  years. 

65  nnd 

upward . 

All  

971 

177 

60 

32 

35 

52 

108 

23S 

269 

12! 

1 Uncertinea  ... 

31 

10 

1 

3 

2 

2 

7 

9 

3 

Enteric  Fever  

Small-pox  

, , 

M easles  

13 

0 

5 

3 

. . 

, . 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

9 

9 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

2 

1 

i 

Influenza  

17 

1 

2 

I 

2 

9 

3 

6 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

95 

1 

1 

3 

23 

37 

27 

3 

16 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

12 

1 

.3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

14 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

95 

1 

6 

54 

34 

7 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Meningitis  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

62 

4 

5 

7 

25 

21 

i 

Bronchitis  ...  

72 

8 

2 

i 

. , 

1 

9 

15 

36 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

116 

37 

19 

6 

5 

4 

11 

20 

14 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs  ... 

11 

1 

, . 

. . 

1 

, , 

1 

6 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

37 

23 

10 

1 

1 

2 

6 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

. . 

. , 

Alcoholism  ... 

, , 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

30 

1 

1 

1 

14 

13 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  Preg 

nancy  and  Parturition... 

2 

2 

, , 

. . 

4 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation, 

including  Premature  Birth 

73 

73 

8 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

31 

1 

, , 

3 

6 

4 

4 

11 

2 

21 

Suicide  ...  

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  

263 

22 

7 

4 

7 

5 

22 

59 

137 

18 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown... 

20 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

6 

4 

Totals 

1005 

1 

187 

61 

32 

38 

54 

1110 

1 

245 

278 

124 

SUB-ENTRIES  INCLUDED  IN  ABOVE  FIGURES. 


Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

Poliomyelitis  

Broncho-pneumonia 

63 

33 

16 

3 

2 

2 

3 

4 

11 

Venereal  Diseases  .... 

4 

2 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

1 

1 

. . 

Cerebral  Hminorrhage 

27 

1 

3 

23 

Arterio-Sclerosis  

29 

2 

27 

1 

Senile  Decay 

Tetanus  ...  ...  ...  

38 

2 

88 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane  

Aneurism  

3 

1 

* • 

Locomotor  Ataxy  ...  

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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APPENDIX  5. 


SUMMAEY  OF  WOEK  DONE  BY  THE  SANITAEY  INBPECTOES. 


Nuisances — 

No.  of  complaints  made  by  inhabitants  

1966 

No.  of  nuisances  discovered  on  above  complaints 

... 

3241 

No.  of  nuisances  discovered  on  house  to  house  inspections 

... 

1539 

No.  of  re-inspections  of  nuisances  



15465 

Notices  to  owners — 

Choked  and  defective  drains  

...  419 

Choked  and  defective  downspouts  and  raingutters 

...  539 

Defective  roofs  

...  904 

Defective  yard  surfaces  

...  316 

Defective  water  pipes  

...  140 

Other  defects  

...  2256 

Notices  served  on  occupiers — 

Overcrowding  in  rooms 

15 

Dirty  conditions  

21 

Eemoval  of  fowls  and  other  animals  

9 

Eemoval  of  manure  

4 

Eemoval  of  rubbish  ...  ...  ...  

11 

Non-separation  of  sexes  

2 

Eemoval  of  living  vans  from  Fernhill  Eoad  Tip 

12 

No.  of  defective  ashbins  renewed  



76 

No.  of  informations  laid  

... 

1 

No.  of  Magistrates’  Orders  obtained  

... 

Amount  of  fines  

3/6 

Cinematograph  Shows — 

There  were  5 picturedromes  in  the  town,  and  they  received  67  inspections. 


Canal  Boats — 

No.  of  canal  boats  inspected  151 

,,  infringements  re  certificates  7 

„ other  defects  8 

,,  Notices  sent  in  respect  of  same  6 

,,  defects  or  infringements  where  necessary  work  was  done  without 

service  of  notice  8 


Common  Lodging  Houses — 

No.  of  inspections  160 

No.  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  informations  laid  in  respect  of  infringements  — 
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Steps  Taken  to  Prevent  Nuisance  from  Smoke — 

No.  of  observations  made 
,,  intimations  sent 

,,  notices  served  in  respect  of  excessive  black  smoke 

,,  informations  laid  ...  ...  

Amount  of  fines  and  costs  

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

No.  of  milkshops  on  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

,,  shippons  with  dairies  attached  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  inspections  made — shippons  210,  milkshops  320  ...  530 

The  occupiers  of  shippons  and  milk  shops  have  from  time  to  time  been  verbally 
cautioned  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises  and  the  cows,  the  proper 
storage  of  milk,  and  the  covering  of  milk  vessels. 

Food  Inspection — 

No.  of  visits  to  foodshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1792 

Amount  of  food  seized  (see  page  19). 

No.  of  inspections  of  hawkers’  carts  ...  ...  39 

No.  of  inspections  of  food  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Summary  of  Legal  Proceedings — 

Defective  drains,  etc.  

Infringements  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 

Smoke  nuisances  

Common  lodging  houses  

Sub-let  houses 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  

Magistrates’  Orders  for  destruction  of  unsound  food 


Inspections  of  Houses  made  under  Increase  of  Bent 

.AND  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Act  Nil. 

No.  of  Certificates  issued  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Work  completed  before  Certificate  was  issued  Nil. 

Disinfection  : Infectious  Diseases — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  infectious  diseases  ..."  ...  224 

,,  houses  disinfected  after  phthisis  179 

,,  premises  disinfected  after  measles  ...  ...  ...  Q 

,,  visits  made  to  infected  houses  251 

,,  re-visits  made  to  infected  houses  189 

,,  houses  cleaned  in  default  of  or  at  request  of  owners  20 

,,  houses  disinfected  for  causes  other  than  fevers  ...  ...  ...  10 


All  houses  assessed  at  ^15  per  annum  or  less  are  cleaned  after  infectious  disease 
(i.e.,  the  walls  stripped  and  the  ceilings  whitened),  by  the  Corporation  at  their  own 
cost;  in  ease  of  phthisis  the  Corporation  strip,  when  necessary,  whatever  the  rent. 


47 

3 
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Filthy  Houses — 


No.  of  houses  reported 

. 

11 

,,  intimations  sent 

... 

11 

,,  houses  cleansed 







11 

List  of  Articlf.s  Disinfectkd — 

Bootle 

Formby. 

Totals. 

Paillasses 

310 

17 

327 

Mattresses 

278 

— 

278 

Beds 

397 

6 

403 

Bolsters  and  Pillows 

1399 

30 

1429 

Blankets 

1023 

46 

1069 

Quilts 

559 

18 

577 

Sheets 

648 

22 

670 

Carpets  

118 

7 

125 

Hearthrugs 

147 

4 

151 

Wearing  Apparel 

2745 

72 

2817 

Miscellaneous  Articles 

1022 

47 

1069 

8646 

269 

8915 

NOTE. — These  figures  do  not 

include  the  ambulance 

bedding 

(one  bed,  one 

pillow. 

and  three  blankets),  which  is  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  each  case. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  library  books  and  eighteen  books  from  Formby  were 
disinfected. 

The  following  articles  were  destroyed  at  the  request  of  the  owners: — Mattresses,  4; 
Pillows  and  Bolsters.  23;  Beds,  15;  Blankets,  3;  Quilts,  4;  Sheets,  3;  and  Miscellaneous, 
46. 


Flushing. 

The  Hushing  gang  consists  of  two  Corporation  workmen  and  a Liverpool  waterman. 

No.  of  private  houses  at  which  drains  were  flushed  ...  ...  ...  0371 

No.  of  passage  sewers  flushed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  501 

Drains  were  flushed  at  public  buildings  36  times. 

The  drains  at  the  Bootle  Borough  Hospital,  the  Bootle  Hospital  Nurses'  Home,  the 
Bootle  Maternity  Home  (51,  Balliol  Hoad),  and  the  Liverpool  Maternity  Home  in  Haw- 
thorne Road,  were  each  flushed  12  times  during  the  year. 

The  amount  of  fresh  w'ater  used  during  the  year  was  2.317.070  gallons.  The  amount 
of  salt  water  wuis  17.340  gallons. 

For  ten  weeks  during  the  summer  months  the  gang  was  employed  flushing  back 
passages  and  flooded  cellars  in  Mersey,  Knowsley,  and  Linacre  '^'ards. 
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■PACTOEY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


WonKSHors  .anh  Workplacks  ^excluding  BakeliouBes) — 


No.  on  regieter  

... 

107 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits 

735 

,,  workrooms  with  dirty  walls  ...  

1 

,,  ,,  ..  ceilings  

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  floors  

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  lavatories  

4 

,,  ,,  not  properly  ventilated  

— 

,,  ,,  found  overcrowded  

— 

,,  defective  drain  and  water  closet  

a 

„ miscellaneous  defects  found  

2 

,,  notices  issued  to  occupiers  

7 

,,  notices  issued  to  owners 

1 

,,  notices  complied  with  ...  

8 

,,  references  to  the  Factory  Inspector  

... 

— 

Factories — 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  

. . . 

156 

No.  with  insufficient  or  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation 

— 

No.  referred  to  Borough  Engineer  

— 

No.  referred  to  Factory  Inspector 

— 

No.  of  defective  drains  and  water  closets 

. . 

1 

,,  miscellaneous  defects  found 

1 

,,  defects  remedied  ...  ...  

... 

2 

Bakehouses — 

No.  on  register  

... 

. . . 

21 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  

. . . 

192 

,,  bakehouses  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings  and  floors) 

1 

,,  notices  issued  for  limewashing 

1 

,,  notices  issued  for  dirty  yard  surface 

... 

. . . 

— 

,,  bakehouses  taken  off  the  register  during  the  year  ... 

... 

2 

Confectionery  Bakehouses — 

No.  on  register  

... 

i . . 

24 

No.  of  visits  and  re-visits  ...  

. . . 

. . . 

201 

No.  found  dirty  (walls  and  ceilings)  

... 

— 

No.  of  notices  issued  for  limewashing 

... 

... 

— 

Outworkers — 

No.  of  outworkers  on  register  at  end  of  year 

, , , 

1 

,,  visits  and  re-visits  made  to  houses  of  outworkers 

6 

,,  notices  served  for  sanitary  defects  at  houses  of  outworkers 

— 

Outworker  employed  in  Bootle  for  Liverpool  firm  engaged  in  : 
Underclothing  

— 

1 

Outworkers  employed  in  Litherland  for  Bootle  firm  : — 

Hosiery  

... 

... 

1 
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Appendix  6, 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DKUGS  ACTS. 
SAMPLES  TAKEN,  1926. 


1 

1 

1 

Total 

Number  of 
Samples 
Analysed 

Number  re-  ' 
jorted  to  be ' 
adullerated 
or  not  lip  to 
standard  ' 

Number  of 

Prosecutions 

1 

Number  of 

Convicti-  'iis 

Remarks 

[n  3 iustances  the  sain- 

1 

pies  were  informal  and 

! 

convictions  were  record- 

ed  subsequently  for  for. 

i 

m '1  samples  against  tlie 

Milk  

100 

in 

i 

4 ! 

vendors. 

[ In  the  3 cases  not  pro- 

' ceeded  with,  the  adul- 

teration  was  so  trivial 

1 

as  not  to  warrant  pros- 

edition  ; in  one  of  these 

cases  the  vendor  paid 

Analyst's  fee  of  two 

guineas. 

Condensed  Milk 

11 

...  1 

Butter 

48 

Bakin”  Powder 

1 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

...  i 

Self-raising  Flour 

4 

1 

Glycerine 

1 

! 

Pepper  . . 

1 

i 

Lard ... 

3 

[ 

Rice 

2 

Cocoa 

1 

Castor  Oil  ... 

1 

... 

Cheese 

3 

...  i 

Mineral  Waters 

3 

Treacle 

2 

Custard  Powder 

4 

Preserved  Cream 

3 

Calves  Feet  Jelly 

1 

• . • 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

... 

Sarsaparilla 

1 

• . • 

Jam 

3 

• • • 

Apples 

2 

• • I 

... 

Syrup  

1 

. . . 

... 

Tea 

1 

Gravy  Salt... 

1 

... 

1 

Totals 

200 

10 

4 

4 
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Primary 
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APPENDIX  7 {continued). 
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APPENDIX  8. 

VKNKREAL  DISEASES  TREATMENT  CENTRE.  COPY  OF  REPORT  BY 

DR.  CLE.MMEY. 

Condition! 

Syphilis.  Soft  Chancre.  Gonorrhoea,  other  th«n  Total. 

Venereal. 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Female! 

1.  Number  of  cases  which — 

(a)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 


under  report  were  under 
treatment  or  observation  for: 
(b)  had  been  marked  off  in  a 
previous  yt'tr  as  having  ceased 
to  attend  nr  as  transferred  to 
other  Centres,  and  which  re- 
turned to  the  Treatment 
Centre  during  the  year  under 
report  sujffering  f rom  the  same 


64 


21 


— 94 


88 


248 


27 


infection 

— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totai.  —Items  1 (a)  & (h)  ... 

64 

22 

2 

— 

94 

4 

88 

2 

248 

28 

(tt)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
at  the  Treatment  Centre 
during  the  year  for  the  first 
lime  .. 

81 

21 

4 

1 

1.37 

4 

85 

7 

307 

33 

’Total— Items  1 (a),  1 (6)  & 2 (a) 

145 

43 

6 

1 

231 

8 

173 

9 

555 

61 

(h)  Number  of  cases  included  in 
Item  2 (a)  known  to  have 
received  previous  treatment 
at  other  Centres  for  the  same 
infection 

22 

12 

1 

35 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased 
to  attend — 

(a) — before  completing  the  first 
course  of  treatment  for  : — 

16 

6 

1 

40 

2 

57 

8 

(6)  — after  one  or  more  courses  but 
before  completion  of  treatment 
for: — 

1 

3 

1 

3 

(c) — after  completion  of  treat- 
ment, but  before  final  tests  as 
to  cure  of; — 

5 

5 

37 

2 

42 

7 

Number  of  cases  transferred 
to  other  Treatment  Centres 
after  treatment  for  : — 

15 

33 

48 

Number  of  cases  discharged 
after  completion  of  treatment 
and  observation  for  : — 

16 

1 

6 

23 

Number  of  cases  which,  at  the 
end  of  the  year  under  report, 
were  under  treatment  or  ob- 
servation for : — 

92 

29 

4 

1 

115 

4 

53 

6 

264 

40 

’Total — Items  3,  4,  5 and  6 ... 

145 

43 

6 

1 

231 

8 

53 

6 

436 

58 

Out-patient  attendances — 

(a)— For  individual  attention  by 
the  Medical  Officer  1689 

620 

30 

12 

2250 

68 

626 

36 

4595 

736 

(6) — For  intermediate  treatment, 
e.g.,  irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 

46 

20 



1579 

28 



1673 

-- 

Total  Attendances  ...  ...1735 

620 

50 

12 

3829 

68 

654 

36 

6268 

736 

Aggregate  number  of  “ In- 
patient days”  of  treatment  giver 
to  persons  who  were  suffering 
from:  — 

1 

211 

139 

211 

139 

* The  total  ol  Items  1 (a),  1 (b)  and  2 (a)  in  the  vertical  columns  headed  Syphilis,  Soft  Chancre,  and 
Gonorrhoea  should  agree  with  the  corresponding  total  ot  Items  3,  4,  6,  and  6. 
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Appendix  8 (continued). 


9.  Examinations  of  Pathological  material  ; — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of,  the  Treatment 
Centre 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 

Treatment  Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved  laboratory 


For  detection  of 

For 

Other 

W assennann 

Spirochsetes.  Gonococci.  Organisms. 

Keaction. 

Nil 

81 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

215 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  'treatment  Centre  during  the  year,  classified 
according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borougli 
(or  Country  n I lie  case  of  persons 
residing  elsewhere  than  inEngland 
and  Wales). 

fNumher  of  i-ases  from  each  area 
dealt  with  during  the  year 
for  the  first  time  and  found  to 
be  suifering  from  : — 


» 


a 

Ct 


O 


o 


iSyphilis 

Soft  cliancre 

Gonorrlicea 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

53 

3 

59 

46 

11 

1 

19 

15 

18 

1 

31 

20 

20 

32 

11 

102 

5 

141 

92 

Total  ... 

161 

46 

70 

63 

340 

B.  fTotal  numher  of  attendances  at 
the  out-patient  Clinic  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each  area  .. 

3727 

996 

1688 

593 

7004 

C.  fAggregate  number  of  “In-patient 
days”  of  all  patients  residing  in 
each  area  .. 

279 

19 

52 

350 

D.  Number  of  doses  of  arsenobenzol 
compounds  given  in  the  : — 

1.  Out-patient  Clinic  ... 

274 

74 

91 

33 

472 

2.  In-patient  Dept. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

to  patients  residing  in  each  area 

E.  Give  the  names  of  arsenobenzol 

compounds  used  in  the  treatment 
of  syphilis  and  the  usual  initial 
and  final  doses. 

F.  State  the  amount  and  kind  of 

Neokharsivan 

Novarsenobillon 

Intramuscular  i 

1 From  0’45 

j to  0'9 

njectious  of  lodo-Bis 

grnis 

m uthate 

of  Quinine 

G. 


treatment  usually  administered 
to  a case  of  Syiiliilis  of  each  of  the 
types  usually  dealt  with  at  the 
Treatment  Centre. 

State  the  nature  of  tests  applied 
in  deciding  as  to  discliarge  of 
patients  referred  to  in  Item  5 on 
previous  page. 


are  also  used,  ^ix  at  least  to  commence,  otten  up  to 
twelve  and  repeated  after  blood  lest  whether  positive 
or  negative  until  case  shews  repeated  negatives. 


Syphilis — Repeated  negative  Wassermann  tests. 
Uonorrhcea  — Alter  satisfactory  evidence  that  there  is  no 
gonorrliceal  and  urethral  discharge  and  no  gonococci. 


t The  totals  in  Item  A should  agree  with  the  corresponding  totals  in  Item  2 (a)  on  the  previous  page, 
and  the  totals  in  Items  B and  0 should  agree  with  the  respective  totals  in  Items  7 and  8 on 

the  previous  page. 


1st  March,  1927. 


W.  N.  Cr-EMMHiy, 

Medical  Officer  oj  the  Treatment  Centre, 
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APPENDIX  9. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Annual  Return  of  Pathological  Examinations  made  during  the  year  ended  on  the 
Slst  December,  1926. 

At  the  University  of  Liverpool — 

For  detection  of  spirochaete® — For  Treatment  Centre  — 

For  Practitioners  — 

For  detection  of  gonococci — For  Treatment  Centre  — 

For  Practitioners  ...  ...  1 

For  Wassermann  reaction — For  Treatment  Centre  ...  ...  ...  234 

For  Practitioners  38 

273 


APPENDIX  10. 

WORK  DONE  BY  THE  WELFARE  VISITORS. 


Total  visits  paid  ...  

15960 

First  visits  to  infants  ...  

1709 

Routine  visits  to  infants  ...  

4652 

Visits  to  children,  aged  1 to  2 yeans 

2965 

Visits  to  children,  aged  2 to  5 yeans 

4171 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers 

397 

Routine  visits  to  expectant  mothers 

512 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium — First  visits 

39 

,,  ,,  Routine  visits 

84 

Special  visits  to  cases  of  Diarrhoea 

139 

,,  ,,  Measles 

356 

Visits  re  still-births  ...  ...  

APPENDIX  11. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

JANUARY  1st,  1926,  to  DECEMBER  31st,  1926. 

Balliol  Road  Marsh  Lane 
Clinic.  Clinic. 

66 

Totals. 

Number  of  times  Clinics  opened 

48 

50 

98 

Number  of  attendances  made 

1286 

1389 

2675 

Number  of  new  cases 

217 

245 

462 

Number  of  patients  under  treatment  at  end 

of  1925 

50 

47 

97 

Normal  labour 

89 

152 

241 

Abortion  ...  ...  

2 

6 

8 

Stillbirth  ...  ...  

3 

7 

10 

Lived  few  hours  

2 

— 

2 

Difficult  labour  ' 

1 

14 

15 

Not  pregnant  

7 

11 

18 

Transferred  

2 

— 

2 

Ceased  attending  

29 

24 

63 

Referred  to  Hospital  or  Maternity  Home 

85 

41 

126 

Caesarian  section  

— 

— 

— 

Number  under  treatment  at  end  of  1926 
Wassermann — 

47 

36 

83 

Positive 

— 

— 

— 

Slightly  positive  

— 

— 

— 

Negative  ...  

Smears  taken  for  Gonococci — 

1 

Positive  

— 

— 

— 

Negative  

— 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  13. 

liOCAE  POWERS  REEATING  TO  PUBETC  HEAETH. 


(1)  Acts  of  Parliament  adopted  by  the  Council. 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  sections  5,  6,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  20, 
and  21. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890,  Part  III. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Part  HI. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Sections  22,  23,  24,  33,  35,  44,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  67,  61,  62,  63,  64,  65,  69, 
70,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75,  and  95,  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


(2)  Bootle  Corporation  Acts  and  Orders. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1890. 

Bootle  Order,  1897 ; confirmed  by  the  I,ocal  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  16)  Act,  1897,  relative  to  Sanitary  Improvements. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1899. 

Bootle  Order,  1914;  confirmed  by  the  Local  Government  Board’s  Provisional  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  6)  Act,  1914.  relating  to  the  substitution  of  moveable 
ashpits  for  fixed  ashpits. 

Bootle  Corporation  Act,  1920. 


(3)  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  in  force  in  the  Borough. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1869. 

Nuisances,  1887. 

Slaughter  Houses,  1887. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1890. 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1894. 

Carriage  of  Offensive  Matter  through  Streets,  1898. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Alteration  of  Buildings,  1899. 

Structure  of  Walls  of  New  Buildings,  1900. 

Structure  of  Foundations  of  New  Buildings  and  Construction  of  New  Streets,  1904 
Hospitals  provided  by  the  Corporation,  1904. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings,  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one  family,  1904. 

w^n^ection  with  Buildings  Removals  of  House 
Refuse  and  Nuisances,  1907. 

New  Streets  (width),  1908. 

^"l^910*^^^"  Walls  of  New  Public  Buildings  and  New  Warehouse  Buildings, 

Parasitic  Mange — Regulation®  as  to  cleansing  and  disinfection,  1910. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings,  1912. 

Ashpits  in  connection  with  buildings  and  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  1926. 
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